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Friday, April 1, 1977 


House of Representatives, 

. Subcommittee on the Assassination 
of John F.. Kennedy, of the 
Select Committee on Assassinations. 

Washington, D. C. 


The Subcommittee met in Executive Session at 10:18 a.m 
in Room 2318 Rayburn House Office Building, the Honorable 
Richardson Preyer (Chairman of the Subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Preyer (Presiding); Stokes, 
(Chairman of the Full Committee), Fauntroy, Burke, Dodd, 
Anderson, McKinney. 

Also Present: Robert Tanenbaum, Counse; 

Jerry McKiernan, Assistant to Congressman McKinney. 

Viki Peckham, Assistant to Congressman Thone. 

Polly -Brown, Assistant to Congressman Anderson.- = . . 

Priscilla Skillman, Assistant to Congressman Edgar. 

Frank Cowan, Assistant to Congresswoman Burke. 

Jeff Facter, Burt Chardak and Johanna Smith of the 
Committee'Staff. 
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.. .M-r^P-reyeri—-“fLetrunesll^x*t^sje .who: are: here 

. „ ■■■- . _ _ _. . ---— * ---" 

to please stand and identify themselves, beginning on 


the left. 


Mr. McKiernan. I am Jerry McKiernan, Congressman 


McKinney. 


Mr r" Facter. Jeff Facter, Select Assassinations 


Committee. 


Ms. Peckham. Viki Peckham, Congressman Thone's 


staff. 


Ms. Smith.' Johanna Smith, Select Assassations 


Committee. 


Ms. Brown. Polly Brown, Congressman Anderson.. ' 
Ms. Skillman. Priscilla Skillman, Bob Edgar. 

Mr. Kinas. John Kinas, Congressman Fithian. 

Mr. Cowan. Frank Cowan, Congresswoman Burke. 

Mr. Chardak. Burt Chardak, Select Committee on 


Assassinations. 


Mr. Preyer. Thank you. 

Mr. Tanenbaum, I would suggest we proceed by 
turning the questioning over to you. 


.We first welcome you, Mr. Oltmans, to the Committee 


today. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, before we question Mr. .Oltmans, I 
think we should swear him in as a witness. 


25 
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• - 'C Mr .* . ?Xey er . Wo uld yo ufata nd-and r a is e' your'“ri gh t 
hand, Mr, Oltmans, 

Do you solemnly swear the evidence you are about 
to give to this committee will be the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God. 

Mr. Oltmans. I do. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Mr. Oltmans, for the record may we 
have your full name, your address and your occupation. 

Mr. Oltmans. Willem Leonard' Oltmans. And my full 


address is Amer 


205, Amsterdam. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. And your occupation, sir? 

Mr. Oltmans. Journalist. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, will you please speak in a 

nice, loud voice so members of the Committee can hear you. 

\ 

Mr. Oltmans. Sorry, sir. 

Journalist. 

v 

Mr. Tanenbaum. How long have you been a journalist? 
Mr. Oltmans. Since 1952. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And by whom have you been employed? 
Mr.■ Oltmans. . I began with the TIMES of Amsterdam 
and worked three years for the UPI in Europe.And then I 
went as correspondent for the TELEGRAPH back to 


again back to the 


to Jakata for three years. 


And- from 1958 onwards I.was stationed at the airport of 


United Nations in New York. That was the year I immigrated 



‘i 
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United States. 
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4 

5 

6 



7 
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Mr. Tananbaum. That was 1958, sir? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And what exactly have you been doing 
since 195*8? 

Mr. Oltmans, Worked as' a journalist. I have wirtten 
two books, on‘Limits to Growth, A study '.of Meddos 


9. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 
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by my Chief. 

They were published by Putnam & Sons, 1974, and 
Volume 2 in 1976. 

Mr. Tanenbaum.- -Now,, sir, were you working as a 

*•*=--C------- 

jou rnalist in 1963 ?-. 

Mr.. Oltmans. Oh, yes\ 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And for\whom were you employed? 

Mr. Oltmans. At that timer for NOS, National Dutch 


Television, NOS. 




Mr. Tanenbaum. And in what capacity were you working 
for them, as a journalist? -What'-exactly', were you doing? 
What were your duties?. 

Mr. Oltmans. They asked me to interview George 
de^ Mohrenschildt, 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What month in 1963 were you asked 
to do that, do you recall? 

- Mr. Oltmans. No, excuse me, at that, I made a mistake 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. In 1968? 


Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 


Excuse me, what did you want to know about 1963? 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did there come a time when you were 
assigned ~by your company to cover the assassination of 
the President of the United States? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, that came after, of course, I had 
to cover the funeral of President Kennedy for my normal 
work in '63, but in '64 I chanced meeting with Mrs. 

Margaret Oswald, the mother of Lee Harvey Oswald, on my 
way to Dallas to make a lecture in the Mary Clay class, 
Dallas, and Mrs. Oswald met me on American Airlines flight! 
And that set me off on thinking perhaps the Warren Commission 
didn't tell everything. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Well, without telling us what you 

were -thinking about, sir, did you have a specific assignment 

“ ■ ■ - - . ■ - — __ 

from your organization? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. To cover the assassination for that 


meeting? 


Mr. Oltmans. As of that moment, some of- the 
information that Mrs. Oswald gave me and I checked it with 
Mr. Currie, the Chief of Police of Dallas, and when 
I found her "information to be correct, from there on 


25 
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whatever I could do in that direction. , (\ I if U/>^\ 

_________------—_ a ^ l cpJ r ^z 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And approximately when was this, sir. 


what year? 


Mr. Oltmans. '64. 


Mr Tanenbaum. Could you tell us the month? 

Mr. Oltmans. It was in the spring. I can't tell 
‘exactly. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, did there come a time when you 
met with George de Morhenschildt? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

■ Mr. Tanenbaum. When was that, for the first time? 
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Mr. Oltmans. ' 66 . 

Mr. Tanenbaum. 1966? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Where? 

Mr. Oltmans. Excuse me, 1968. I made a mistake, 


for 1968 I was asked in March,' 1968, to interview George 



- Mr. Tanenbaum-, Where ididiyou'interview George “ 
de Mohrenschildt? 

Mr, Oltmans. Well, the interview didn't come off 


when I asked him to, I was — the project was interrupted 


by the automobile accident, as I told you about. And I 
really interviewed him in 1968, on October 15 in Dallas 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. Well, now, you just referred to an 
automobile accident that you say you told me about. 

So that the record is clear, sir, we have talked before, 
is that correct? 


MrOltmans. That is correct, twice. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And do you recall when the first 
time was that we spoke? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. When was that? 

Mr. Oltmans. That was in February. I think the 11th. 

-- Mr. -Tanenbaum. Of this' year, is that correct, sir? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And did you speak with me in my 
office at the Committee staff offices? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir, I got a message that you 
knew T was working on this material. And that I should 
call you and I did. And you said, do you have time to 
come. And I came for one hour, yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Okay, did you speak with me again 


after that? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, after I met. Mr. de Mohrenschildt 
in Dallas on the 23rd of February and his- escapade to.' 
Holland happened and he disappeared. And then I contacted 
you from Holland and said I would like to inform you 


25 
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Mr. Tanenbaum, And did you speak to me again in 
my office? 

Mr, Oltmans, Yes, sir, 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, sir, when you were assigned 
to interview Mr, de Mohrenschildt f you went to Dallas 
and attempted to interview him? 

Mr. Oltmans. I called him from New York and he 
said — that was in March, ‘68, and he said, "Yes, I will 
do it, but I have to go to a Mexican Oil Conference. Call 
me in two weeks again." 

And NOS' Television, Mr, E' aklraar, head' o f Dutch 
Television, which he is still today, instructed me to 
^pproach Robert Kennedy's office in New York,which I did. 

As I recall, the 2nd of April I went to Robert 
Kennedy's office on 43rd Street in New York City, the 
Post Office Building, and I spoke with his Press aide. 
Senator Kennedy was making, a speech at Albany. He flew 


back in the Caroline. He heard the story I was trying 


20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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to get to de Mohrenschildt and he called, for no reason 
whatsoever, Edgar Hoover personally. 

Mr. Hoover put the Chief of the Division of-FBI • - 
to contact me and four agents arrived that same 
afternoon, within■three, four hours at my house in ^ew 
Gardens where I maintain residence in the United States. 
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They said from that moment onwards I was under the 
express protection of the FBI for 24 hours a day; I 
wouldn^t notice it, but I would be under FBI protection. 

The next evening I drove on West Side Drive in my 
car. And~there was a car all the time next to me. On the 
53rd Exit I was making the wrong reaction. This car speeded 
up a little bit and cut me off. I was totally destroyed. 

It was the only automobile accident I ever had in my life. 

I was cut off. I crashed. The car was a total loss. 

I got a new car from the Chrysler Corporation. I 
left the Country immediately. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. I take' it, sir, just so it is clear 
on the record — 


Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You never requested any FBI protection? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes., I did. 

Mr.. Tanenbaum. When was that? 

Mr. Oltmans. On that Monday, that I came to Robert 
Kennedy's office, I asked Mr..Kennedy's assistance in 
getting protection. I didn't want the protection. 

Mr. Karl Lehklloyd head of National Dutch Television, 
wanted me to. I didn't want to do this. H.e wanted me to 
do it. And he is ready to come and testify and corroborate 


this story. 
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an enb aum-.*-N ovr^wef u_l nte rvi e.wed' by~th e 

FBI? 

Mr. Oltmans. In my office. 

Mr. Tanenbaum, In - your office by the FBI? 

Mr. Oltmans. Two agents, yes. 

MrT Tanenbaum. And was it your understanding then 
they would be the agents that would be protecting you? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, not then. They said I would be 
"'24 hours, from that moment on, under FBI protection", 
quote - unquote. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, again, when- was it for the first 
time that you actually met face-to-face with George 
de Mohrenschildt? 


r 


Mr. Oltmans. 15th of October with the CBS crew 


/ in Dallas, I went to his apartment at that time and 
I interviewed both Mr. and Mrs. de Mohrenschildt for 
-40 minutes on television tape. 

V 


Mr. Tanenbaum. And exactly where was that interview 


held? 


Mr.-Oltmans. They shifted apartments, so often I 
wouldn't -"'know -the address by heart. I can look it up in 
Holland. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And what city was that? " 

Mr. O-ltmans. Dallas, Texas. 

.Mr. ‘Tanenbaum. Now, will you tell us in substance, 


11 


Reference copy, JFK Collection: ^ HSCA ( Ku --V. 


and 

what he said to you, in substance? 

Mr. Oltmans. In substance, Oswald was a nice guy. 

He loved President Kennedy. He could never have killed 


President Kennedy. 


The -Warren Commission, when Ford was in the Chair 
and questioned me, they deliberately distorted our testimony. 
They put all our lives in there. We.are now being looked 
upon as outlaws in the Society in Dallas. That was the 
substance of that tape. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you take notes of that 
conversation, sir? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, I never do when I film. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did there come a time after that that 
you again met with Mr. de Mohrenschildt? 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, yes. We didn't think that film 
was enough. So from that moment onwards I would go every 
year once or twice on my lecture tours through the 
United States, visit them in Dallas, and I became very 
close with them. 

As a matter of fact, I stayed many weekends there \ 

„ cPr 

for' numerous days. But in '69 I went with Mr. and ^ 

Mrs. de Mohrenschildt to the CBS studio in. Dallas and I 
taped him and his wife for nine — for eight or 
-nine hours.- I don't know the exact time; but on nine tapes, 
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- Which .. g a v e - y ou'• one>- on—‘the '"entire Oswald story. 

Where he met -first, and how it ended. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Will you tell us in substance, sir, 
what you said to Mr. de Mohrenschildt on this occasion 
and what he said to you with regard to the assassination 
of the President? 

Mr. Oltmans. Now, to sum up this record: The essence 
is that he was not sure that Oswald killed Kennedy. That 
he believed he had not -ki.bled Kennedy. But the tape is 
littered with bits and pieces of information that your 
committee probably could better work with than I could or 
our television station. 

We would not understand, for instance, on the first 
tape why he went with the Russian Colonel Orlof, to 
find Oswald in Fort Worth. Who is this man Orlof? 

Who is this Colonel? Why did he go with the Colonel 
to look for Oswald? Why did he go to Fort Worth and take 
the Russian with him? 

It is all very, very mysterious. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And this was discussed during this 
taping session? 


22 
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Mr.' Oltmans.. That was on the tapes, yes, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, when was the next time you spoke 
to George de Mohrenschildt with regard to the assassination 
of the President? 
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' I wentIto the 


■;-' '^A 


house, r would bring it up diplomatically and we would 
get into a conversation. And when I got too close for 
comfort they would switch to Russian, which I don't speak, 

I don't understand. And they would have'-a-■.little discussion 
"misha" this and "misha" that. And they would close 
the subject. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, sir, up to the last time you 
spoke with George de Mohrenschildt,. on how many occasions 
did you meet with him? 

Mr. Oltmans. Dozens and dozens and dozens of times. 
And also I have dozens — almost a hundred — personal 
letters from Mr. de Mohrenschildt to me, in Holland. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, you have already indicated to 
us in substance what George de Mohrenschildt told 
you about Lee Harvey Oswald and the assassination of the 
President up until 1977. During all the. meetings that 
you had with Mr. de Mohrenschildt did he ever indicate 
anything different from what he had told you on past 
occasions? 

Mr. Oltmans. He would make strange cadenzas. 

For instance, at one point two years ago he would say, 
"Well, of course, I killed Kennedy, of course, I was ■ 
involved' with Kennedy, look." And he would give me a 
picture and write-on the back, "From the biggest crook 
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Western Hemisphere, George de Mohrenschildt". 

He has photographs of Western assassins. He has played 
with this all the time. 

* 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Do you have photographs? 
fc-' Mr .-'■'Oltmans. The photpgraph is in National. Dutch 
Television, yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, other than what you have 
testified to, sir, did George de Mohrenschildt, up until 
1977 in all the communication you have had with him, 
ever indicate anything different than what you have told 
us with regard to his involvement in the assassination 
with Lee Harvey Oswald, and’ anything else pertaining to 


14 the assassination of the President? 

15 Mr. Oltmans. Up until '77, up to the 23rd of 

]_6 February of this year, it was all about the same story, 

17 dancing around the same story he told the Warren report. 

It was more or less the same. 

He would, play with.fire all the time, but I 
couldn't put my finger on anything so I just shut up. 

I didn't do anything material for a year. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. During, this period,- sir, did George 
de Mohrenschildt ever indicate to you that he was visited 
by some Latin American types? 


Mr. Oltmans. Oh, yes, yes, yes. 
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about that? 

Mr, Oltmans. It is on tape. It might be on film but 
it was certainly on tape, that he was visited when he came 
back- to Dallas by a group of Latin Americans who showed 
him a number of pictures and asked him and his wife whether 
they knew any of these Latins on the pictures. And they 
said to me that they better, they were very happy that they 
had told these visitors -r- they came under the pretext of 
being journalists — that he told these so-called 
journalists that they never saw any of these pictures. 

They never did indicate to me, either one, that they 
did know anyone on these pictures. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Could we have the stenographer read 
back that last conversation. j-, 

Mr. Oltmans. Do you want me to say again? So the 
Cubans came the Latins; he never said Cubans. 

The Latins came to his house. They showed pictures to Mr. 
and Mrs. de" Mohrenschildt. And Mrs. de Mohrenschildt, 
who is, very often has a drink in her hand, even volunteered, 
"Well, I made a joke about one of the pictures, and 
said that T would have liked to meet this man alone. We 
made a joke out of it.-But we are very glad we did, 
because we feel if we had said that we identify any of 
these people on-these pictures we would have been 
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a matter of fact, it was as if they came to test to make 
sure that we didn't know any of these people on the 
pictures." 

I hope now, that is how it was. 

Mr.-'Tanenbaum. Now, you previously indicated that 
you spoke with me in February of 1977, is that correct, 
sir? 

Mr. Oltmans. Right. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. After that did you have occasion to 
speak with George de Mohrenschildt? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, but could I interject one line, 
that when I came for the first time to your committee, 

I never had done that before and it was for me a • ■ • 
reconnaissance. I didn't say too much. I just wanted to 
meet you,.to see what kind of Committee it was, 

I was feeling out my ground .and that is 
why I held very much back at that time, as you know, yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Subsequent to our first meeting, did 
you have occasion to meet and speak with' George 
de Mohrenschildt? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. It happened as-follows: I spoke 
on the 24th of February for'the Mary Clay class in Dallas, 
the Womens' Club of Dallas. It was a repeat engagement 
and I had called-Mr. de Mohrenschildt's lawyer, 
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the mental house now. He is teaching one hour a day 
French in Bishop College, a Black college in Dallas." 

And which lie loved to do, by the way, that work. And 
he -- "I would try to get him to come to lunch, meet ' 
me at the..Sepango Club at 12;30", and I did. 

And there was the lawyer, Mr. de Mohrenschildt, 
a friend of the lawyer and me. 

Now, I have known de Mohrenschildt for ten years; 

I couldn't believe my eyes. The.man had changed drastically. 

Mr. Tanenbaum, Would you tell us what you observed 
that was different? 

Mr. Oltmans. I observed that he was nervous, trembling. 
It was a scared, a very, very scared person I saw. I was 
absolutely shocked, because’I knew de Mohrenschildt as 
a man who wins tennis matches, who is always suntanned, 
who jogs every morning, who is as healthy as a bull. He 
was as strong -- I saw a very shakey person. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Mr. Oltmans, prior to this meeting 
in February, 'll, when did you see Mr. de Mohrenschildt 
before that? 

Mr. Oltmans. The last time, you mean? 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Yes. 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, that was '74 — excuse me, late 


'75. Late '75, I was the..last time in that house, and 




do with the story, but -— well, she was, you see, Mrs. 
de Mohrenschildt was under pressure for very, very, very 
long -- r hope this is very closed session. I don't want 
to go into details of people's personal lives too much. 

But she drank really — very, very much, and was driving 
him up the wall. He was going crazy of this lady. He even 
got a divorce three years ago, because he wanted to get 
rid of the situation,, and maybe she wants also the 
pressure. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Mr. Oltmans, you saw George 
de Mohrenschildt in '75, as you' just.indicated, 

Mr. (5ltmans. Yes, he was fine. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. He was fine. He was not in the condition 
you observed him in February of '77? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, total!transformation. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. So in between that period of time, 
from '75 to '77, have you been, communicating at all with 
Mr. de Mohrenschildt? . 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Would you tell us about that, please. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, I will.. 

He wrote me January of '76 a letter saying he was 
writing about assassination. He wrote two pages, about me 
meeting him and doing the interview and all that, and he 
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it back to him. And he thanked me very much and said he 
would include me in the manuscript. That was the last 
contact I had with George de Mohrenschildt until I came 
in ‘76 in-* November in Dallas on my way from the 
West Coast. 

I called Mr. de Mohrenschildt thinking I would get 
George, and she said, "Willem, he is in’ the hospital and 
•it is very bad with him. I love to see you." 

She was again not all sober, and I avoided her. 

And I called immediately Mr-^ Russell, the lawyer, who said 
to me, "George is in a mental hospital. He is getting 
the worst electric shock that anybody' can get. He is in a 
very, very bad state. He suffers from a persecution 
complex. He is getting medical tests, the complete thing." 

And that was in November, the middle. It was late 
November, maybe the first day of December, 1976. 

So when I cameback on the 23rd for the lecture 
meeting, 3 October, :I called•back'Mr. Russell to know 
how Mr. de Mohrenschildt was. And then he came shaking, 
as I just said, in that Sepango Club. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Do you know the approximate age 
of Mr, de Mohrenschildt? 

Mr. Oltmans. He is 65. 
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you xnet with Mr. de Mohrenschildt this luncheon? 

* Oltmans. George spoke to me. The lawyer didn't 
— want him to sit next to me, but I shoved him around and 
X sat next to George de Mohrenschildt. And he said 
to me in JSrench that he had to speak to me most urgently 
^yknd privately' 

Now, without saying anything about the lawyer, 

Mr. Russell, I noticed that after the luncheon Mr. Russell 
had arranged for me to go on a tour of Dallas with his 
friend that I forgot the name of, that was at that table. 
Now, I rcouldn't care less about a tour of Dallas, so he 
was irritated,a little bit. I went with Mr, de Mohrenschildt 
in his car and George said, "Let's go to Bishop College, 
we can talk there quiet. Willem, I have to talk to you 
very, very badly." 

He was really in trouble. And we go to the library, go 
to Bishop College, and he introduced me to several ministers 
studying there. We had a talk then. 

He was completely in control. He was totally okay. 

-—we" sat in the library and there he really choked. He was 
close to tears. 

He said, "Willem, I have to tell the. story as it 
really was. But don't betray me, don't hang me. I trust 
-you. You are the only journalist I will trust. I have 
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word, "don't incriminate me in the Kennedy assassination. 

I don't want to go to jail. How could we do it in such a 
way that I don't go to jail?" 

I said, "Well, first tell me, did you do it or 
didn't you do it?" 

He replied, "Yes, I am responsible. I feel responsible 
for" — I might as well use his words — "for the 
behavior of Lee Harvey Oswald". 

I said in what way? 

. He said, "because I guided him. I instructed him, to 
, set it up." 

Now, you remember, Mr. Tanenbaum, when I came to 
your Committee before, that I didn't know whether Mr. 
de Mohrenschildt was alive or not, he had disappeared 
in Europe. But he had told me his story in deep background, 
in background and on the record, and he had left it a 
little bit to my judgment to produce a story for television 


in The Netherlands or for the world that would, as 
Sommerset Maughn says, walk on "The Razer's Edge", you 
see. And so I saw, he begged me, take me out of the 
country, "because they are after me". 

And of course, I asked him.who are they, .you know, 
we went through that,, but he wanted to get out as quickly 
I as possible because he felt threatened. 



Mr. Oltmans. Yes. ' f 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And you said you discussed that. 
Would you please tell the Committee what your conversation 
was with George de Mohrenschildt with regard to "they"? 


Mr-\ Oltmans. Oh. 
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^ r * Oltmans. Well, he indicated that in his manuscript 
of the book that we have been talking about. He is mentioning 
names of GIA and FBI people who were connected with the Kennedy 
assassination. He mentions one that I will now go on record 
mentioning—-of a Mr. Parker of the FBI. That came to Haiti 
within 2 4 hours of the Kennedy assassination to intimidate Mr. 
de Mohrenschildt in such a way that he felt he should put 
^tj>is name in this manuscript. 

Mr.Tanenbaum.Di^ George de Mohrenschildt tell you what 
Mr. Parker, of the FBI, said to him? 

- ■■ ~ Mr. Oltmans-. No,- he said "He intimiated me and I brought 
the story out in the book." 

Mr.Tanenbaum, Now, do you know were this manuscript was of 
his book? ■, 

•. Mr. Oltmans. Yes. When he was in The Netherlands nego¬ 
tiating with Dutch Television and Publishing House of Frank 
Holtz, I called from the Dutch office on the 4th of March in 
the afternoon, to Dallas to Mr. Russell's office and we taped 
the" conversation, and I' asked Pat Russell "Do you have the 
manuscript?". 

• He said "Yes,it is here in my file." 

I said,"If we come to Dallas, can we pick that up?" 

He said, "We have to discuss that, because Mrs. de Mohren¬ 
schildt seems to have some rights to that story." 
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He indicates constantly, the lawyer, that Mrs. de 


Mohrenschildt, and then he puts his hand out, in the Dallas 
way (indicating). 

Mr* Tanenbaum. Will you continue, please. You were 
with George de Mohrenschildt, and did he tell you about 

Mr. Parker and "they." . 

Would you explain to us who the "they" were, and you 
explained that Mr. Parker of the FBI went to Haiti within 24 
hours after the assassination. 

Mr. Oltmans. Exactly. • 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Would .you .continue, what ".George deMohren- 
schildt explained to you; who the "they" were he was fearful 
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of. 

Mr. Oltmans. 0.£. He says "The interests’. 1 -- He means 
the CIA and FBI —"who don‘t want the story to come out." of 
the Kennedy assassination is one day. The other day is a 
little more difficult for me to trace because it is the 
first time he talked to me about it. In Dallas on the 23rd of 
February he said that. when, he fled the Soviet-Union' in '21 with 
his family, in Poland, he entered the Military Academy in 
Poland and commanded a regiment of cavalry in Poland. But 
they did not feel safe so close to the Bolsheviks so his 
father de Mohrenschildt, who was the Director of the Nobel 
Factors— the NobelPrize—asked help of German Nazis to get 
him into Germany and then through to Belgium. 


:ies 
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was a very famous Jewis Nazi hunter in Dallas, came to 
Dallas and paid a visit to Dallas, and he met Mr.'Weinrath, 
from that mom ent on—and X only called de Mohrenschildt—I hav 
no time, I have nothing to follow it up, and he said "Even 
the Jewish Mafia is now after me." 

Mr. Tanenbaum. So in "they" he indicated that members 
of a Jewish agency were after him, those? 

Mr.Oltmans. Jewish 1 interests, yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Jewish interests? 

11 Mr.Oltmans. For him being pro-Nazi. 

12 = - - - Mr.. Tanenbaum. The. -'they" that he indicated, then in 

13 summary^ Mr. Oltmans, .were members of the Jewish agency who 
]_4 were looking for former Nazi sympathizers? 

Mr. Oltmans. Exactly. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And members of the Intelligence Commu¬ 
nity, CIA and FBI? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he indicate anybody else? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. O.K. Continue, please. What else 
did George de Mohrenschildt tell you on that day? 

Mr. Oltmans. He said since it was the. most important 
thing to get him out of Dallas, he asked me to escort him out 
^ .of the ^country. I said, did you have legal passport? 

He said, yes, that was legal until 1978. 



Keierence copy, uriv kuixuunuui ooui yn.v» 


Pi?( jlv 


L of George de Mohrenschildt having instructed Oswald' how to 


*.<— ; . ——-i— t«———* ———♦ ~ 

/ Dallas in Bishop College—they have a'touch telephone—to 
Mr. Eaklaar. r collect. 

“7 ■ . 

He instructed rue when I said that I had a confession 
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go about the assassination of President Kenn edy, the Du tch 
Television^ NOS, National Dutch Television, instructed me 
to ge t him at any cost out to '.The Netherlands, because you 
know,,how they are/ they wanted it on Television first, as 
simple as that. So, then I had the three days going to— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Before we get to Dutch Television-- 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, Mr. Tanenbaum. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You indicated on the telephone to your 
people in The Netherlands— 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. —that you had a confession from George 
de Mohrenschildt,:indicating that he had given instructions 
to Lee Harvey Oswald, is that correct? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes,sir. ' 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he, in fact, gitee..' you the details 
about his instructions? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. I could go into that if it— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. did he give it to you in Bishop College? 

Mr. Oltmans. Some of it. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did-you have that .information before you 
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Oltmans. Yes. I had one very crucial question, a 
question and answer he replied to that. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Would you please tell us what tfrat 

was? 


Mr. Oltmans. I asked him how can you prove that Oswald 
acted.at yourrinstructionsbecause I said that was the first 
one to ask. 

He replied that the day of the assassination he was 
in Haiti at a U.S. Embassy party and the news ,of the Kennedy 
Assassination reached the party. And no one knew that Oswald 
was arrested, that having happened yet, but de Mohrenschildt 
went on record in Haiti at that moment saying he was sure 
Oswald killed Kennedy, or was the man in the assassination. 

Now, de Mohrenschildt said it, "I.talked to the Warren 
Commission so it is in the Warren report',.' that I was sure 
before Oswald was arrested that Oswald had killed Kennedy but 
no one the!Warren Commission ever asked me why I was so 
sure." 


That was his quote, unquote.reply on that particualr 
question right here. 

Mr Tanenbaum. Do you have notes on that? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum., ■ Now, did you ask him why? Did you 
ask him that question that the Warren Commission did not ask hiii? 
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The Netherlands. 


Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

^ -Mr.. Tanenbaum. Did you ask him why he knew that Lee Harvey 

Oswald killed the President? 

Me - * Oltmans. Yes, because he had told me already 
that Oswald had acted at his instructions, said—de Mohren- 
schildt is an experienced intelligence officer. He has 
worked for various intelligence communities, the French and 
there are many question marks of his connections with the 
State Department and work in Yugoslavia, looking for oil in 
Tito’s Yugoslavia, looking for oil .in Batista's Cuba on 
government contracts. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he tell you that? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes,he told me that. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he tell you he ever worked for 
any organization? 

Mr. Oltmans. No. No, he never said he worked for :.the 
CIA or the FBI.directly. He was clever, very clever man. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Before your telephone call from— 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. From the Library at Bishop.College to 
The Netherlands,, did you: have .any other information with 
regard to the assassination of the President that was imparted 
to you that day by George de Mohrenschildt with regard to his 
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2 Mr. Oltmans. No, he said get me out, first, and 

5 then we will talk. 

^ ■ Mr. Tanenbaum. O.K. Will you please tell us what you 

5 did to get him out of the United States and into The Nether¬ 


lands . 
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Mr. Oltmans. Well, I had the NOS Organization right 
on the spot that same afternoon, in Bishop College that same 
afternoon, and I told him to start packing. 

Now, he wavered, going, not going-, ■ going, not going 
for seyeral days, and I got fed up. 

I said, you make up your mind; you leave or I have 
other work to do. 

When I was in Dallas, the 20th of February, called him, 
he said he was still considering coming to Holland and if I 
had time, could I go back to Dallas. 

So, I did that. It was the 27th of February and I 
went on the 28th. I would have to look on the calendar, but 
it was those dates and ;I-' checked, in the Dupont Plaza Hotel 
in Dallas again, flew back and consulted my station. 

■ Mr. Tanenbaum. When you flew back, where did you fiyi.ftom 
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Mr . Oltmans. ...Houston ..to DaLlas,. Branif f -Airlines , -- 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What airli n es did vou take? . _ 

Mr ► oltman.. Braniff...I have all the tickets if you 


need them. 




Mr.Oltmans. No, no. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Will you supply them? 

Mr. Oltmans. I supply with everything, on the hour, 
because I keep diary notes on the hour (indicating book.) 

Mr. tanenbaum. Will you permit the Committee to have 
copies of these? 

Mr. Oltmans. Complete, the whole— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Including notes you wrote on George de 
Mohrenschildt and all air tickets? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. If necessary, yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. All right. Continue. . 

Mr. Oltmans. So'I.-.- was in Dupont Plaza Hotel. 

came in afternoon, said he had meeting in afternoon 
three o'clock at Bishop College, he couldn't get Out. 

After that he came at 4. He said he was still consider¬ 
ing to go, but I had the feeling he wasn't. I didn't know at 
that time that he had brought his paintings to a friend in 
the college. He is 40 or 4l years old. He is one of his best 
friends, a black teacher at the college.' 7 '' 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Do you know his name? 

Mr. Oltmans. No. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. Do you know what he teaches? 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, he knew everybody there, and they 


loved him. 
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friend was a teacher at Bishop College, 

Mr. Oltmans. One particular friend was close.'enough 


to trust him with his television station, his television. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. This teacher at Bishop College. 

Mr. -Oltmans. X think he is a teacher there. 

Mr. Tanenbaum.■ Do you know what he teaches? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, no, but it is very easy to— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You say he was .a black man? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. I shouldn't have but well, 
it is a black college so it might be more complete. I don't 
. think in terms of that at all.' 

Mr. Tanenbaum, In. answer to that question, in descrip¬ 
tion, as a matter of fact, it is very helpful. Is there any¬ 
thing else you knew from George de Mohrenschildt, with 
regard to the description of this gentleman, that would in any 
way help. 


Mr. Oltmans. That has the television set? 

Mr. Tanenbaum. No, is there anything else George de 
Mohrenschildt told you about this friend"to"whom he gave 
these paintings? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, yes. He has his paintings.- Yes, 
he did. But I don't think that it is proper to say. Well, 

I will tell you personally. Well, I don't know what I can do 
here, personally. I am a journalist and-I am not in Germany 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. Sir, will you just limit it to a 
description of him that would aid us in finding him? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, I can give that to you. Mr. Tanenbaum) 
I will give that to you immediately after this meeting,' or 
do I insult the Committee now? It is so private and in this 
country, these things are so—well, let me tell you. He is 
"gay." De Mohrenschildt told me the man is "gay," so if 


that_helps in any way. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. Is there anything else? 

Mr. Oltmans. I don't want to say it, but'O.K., let me 
come, out .and say.it. We live in modern times. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Are there any other descriptions you‘can 
give us about this gentleman? 

Mr. Oltmans. No. Excuse me, no. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. All right. Continue, please. You 
were talking about— 

Mr. Oltmans. He came back, I had dinner with his lawyer. 
He left, the lawyer, and George called at 11 o'clock. There 
T are many more details that I -have to skip.here, but anyway, 
he came at 11:10 and.he said he was ready to go. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Can you tell us what date, approximately, 
you are talking about? • ; 

Mr. Oltmans. The 28th of February. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. .. This year? 

Mr. Oltmans. This year. 
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Mr. Oltmans. And I said, "No, George, it is 11:10. I 
want to sleep." I was double-checking, more or less, he 
was ready to go at that point. 

He said "No, because I might make my mind tomorrow. Let's) 
leave now -for Houston and take KLM Jet for Holland in the 


morning." 

I said, "O.K. on the condition that I drive," because 
he drives very shaky. So, we did, we went to Bishop College. 

V 

And then I found out he had put a waist h£gh.painting to some¬ 
body else, his television with the man I told you about, and 
■ he had packed, he was ready to— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You said you drove. Where did you drive 

from? 

Mr. Oltmans. From Dupont Plaza Hotel. He drove to the 
Bishop College Apartment where he lived and I drove from that 
apartment to Houston during the' night. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. In whose car? 

Mr. Oltmans. George de Mohrenschildt 1 s Pinto Ford car. 
Mr. Tanenbaum. All right, continue. 

Mr. Oltmans. And he had his luggage packed, he threw 
a few things in there, and he literally evacuated the 
place for never to return. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Where did you go? 

Mr. Oltmans. We left by 1:30 in the.morning and I 
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Houston. I was so tired, we' checked into a motel, and we 
slept for about—he didn’t want me to book two rooms. He 
said,y"You have to stay with me, so let's get a double room." 

He couldn't sleep at all. So I didn't sleep much but I slept 
a little.**" 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Do you recall the name of the hotel, sir? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, I have it, but forgive me, I can 
supply everything including the bills. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you register? 

Mr. Oltmans. It is called, it is Hunte rs Lodg e, or some 

“Tin mi =s -- 

such:thing. *1 will know exactly where it was. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And this wascutside of Houston? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, it was about 17 miles from. Houston, 
because it took us only one and a half hours that morning to 
come to airport, which is that side of the road. 

- --Mr... Tanenbaum.- Did George de Mohrenschildt sign as a 

guest in the hotel? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, wherever we went, even Waldorf Astoria, 

Mr.V'Tanehbaum.And you did, as well? 

Mr. Oltmans. I did as well. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Continue. You stayed this one night. 

What happened the next day? 

Mr. Oltmans. For a few hours, we left at 6 or 6:30, 
we drove to -Houston -at the Holiday Inn and checked in again 
to make telephone calls. We took a room for a day rate and 







that. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. And again George deMohrenschildt signed 

in? 

Mr. Oltmans. Signed in, yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Continue; ■■ what happened then? 

- ' Mr.- Oltmans.- : Then we took— KLM- does not fly on Tuesday-, 
so we took an eastern Jet; Braniff Airlines first class to 
Kennedy Airport in New York. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Braniff Airlines, Houston? 

Mr. Oltmans. Leaving at noon, getting to Kennedy a 
quarter of four. 

- Mr. Tanenbaum. That was Houston to. New York City? 

Mr. Oltmans. Straight, non-stop. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And when you flew, you used your own 

names? 

Mr. Oltmans. Both own names. I gave you, the receipt. . 
:Mr. Tanenbaum. Who paid for the tickets? 

Mr. Oltmans. NOS, Dutch'Television. Well, I paid 
!■- through my Bank-America-Card, but I advanced for NOS to pay. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, up to the time you arrived in New 

York— 

Mr. Oltmans. •Oh, ,he.changed. He became—excuse me. 

Mr.Tanenbaum. Can you tell us what, if anything else, 
you discussed about the assassination of the President? 
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a o-f—us*> and~~I was really—we were having a glass of wine and 
eat some and drove some, and I started to make notes, because 
I hadn't had much time to make notes, so I wrote most of the 
night. I made notes of the conversations that were coming 
back to me. We didn't talk about the assassination, during 
■-•■that -flight. As a matter of fact, we did not talk much about 
that after that until we got to Holland. He would start talk¬ 
ing about it. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Up until the time you got to Holland, did 
you notice any change in George de Mohrenschildt's demeanor? 
Mr. pitmans. Yes, very much so. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Will you tell us what that was. 

Mr. Oltmans. Well, he said, "I will not be let on the 
airplane," and all that. 

I said, "Look George, you get on this plane. I am 
not excited, I am with you." 

And he completely relaxed once he was on that plane and 

out of Texas. He felt different person, and I noticed it, 

__ / 

he was becoming normal. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What date did you arrive in New .York 
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City, sir, you called? 

Mr. Oltmans. The first of March. The first of,March, 
it was a Tuesday, first of March, if X am correct. At a 
quarter to four. The LKM had the tickets but they couldn't 
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So I checked in the Waldorf Astoria. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. When you checked i n -the Waldorf Astoria 
hotel— 


Mr. Oltmans.- -.He signed her sighedoand.. I signed. 

Mr. -Tanenbaum. You both signed in? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. did you have two rooms or one room? 

Mr. Oltmans.' Again one room/ because he didn't want to 
be left alone. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. How long did you stay at the Waldorf 
Astoria? 

Mr. Oltmans. One night/ sir. And in order to not make 
him change his mind again, I found out that Pan Am makes one 
flight in the morning to London ,at 10 o'clock, and I quickly 
bought on that. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. .Ten o.'.clodk? 


Mr..Oltmans. Yes,the next morning. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. That was March 2? 

‘ Mr. Oltmans. Second, third in Holland—yes, March 2. 
Mr. Tanenbaum. That was ten o'clock in the morning? 
Mr. Oltmans. Yes. Jumbo Jet. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And what airlines did you fly from 
New York City? 

. Mr. Oltmans. Pan American. 

Mr Tanenbaum. What airport did you leave from? 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. While you were at the Waldorf Astoria# 
sir# did you have any conversations with Mr. de Mohrerischildtv 
regarding—the Kennedy assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes# even during the dinner with a friend 
of mine# a Russian architect and another friend he brought 
along# we talked some about it. And he— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Would you please tell us in substance 
what George de Mohrenschildt said about the assassination of 
-the-President during this period in New York City? 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, if you think he spoke about the 
assassination itself# no# he didn't. But he spoke about how 

r-' 

I rescued him from Dallas# how I was taking him to—how I 
was actually rescuing his life# saving his life by. taking him 
out# because he said there can happen three things in Dallas# 
"Either I talk or I go, they will drive me mad, or I will 
kill myself." 

He said that, kill himself, repeatedly over the 18 
days that I was with him. He very often came back to this 
thing, saying that he was close to killing himself, and that 
he actually tried to commit suicide a number of times by 
taking medicines# or whatever he took. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What was.the reason he told you about 
going to commit suicide? 
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the other session, one of the reasons was, I found it in my 
notes, that he doesn't want his children to look upon, to 
their father for the rest of their life as having been involve 
directly involved in the killing of President Kennedy. He 
would say—and I have notes—"I would rather kill myself than 
let my children"—and he called not only his daughter Alexandre 
but also his brother. Professor de Mohrenschildt, who is in 
California.: He said, "My brother and my daughter,, I don't want 
to have to live the rest of their lives by this thing." 

You know, that he was involved. 

"I would rather shoot myself." 

He has told me that various times. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. All right, sir. 

So, up until the time that you left New York City from 
John F. Kennedy Airport, did you have any other conversations 
with him with regard to the assassination of the President? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, repeatedly. 

Mr.“Tanenbaum. Now, again in substance, tell us what, 
if anything George de Mohrenschildt told you—this is up until 
the time you were in New York City—about the assassination. 

Mr., Oltmans. --.Sir, pages and .pages, and-'pages. I will— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. In substance, will you tell us what 
he said, please. 

Mr. Oltmans. Each time he would reveal something else. 


I 







t»l!.. : - - ,.:_... -— — — •——-—-* “ J ‘ 

Mr. Tanenbaum, Please "take your time and consult your 


notes. 
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Mr. Oltmans. O.K, 

!• i 1 

For instance, he said to the Dutch Publisher and to the 
head of Dutch Television, that in the manuscript that is in 
the Dallas Lawyer's office—he played the devil. ; ; :r 

He mentioned the names of CIA and FBI people. I have 
various witnesses to that. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, is this in New York City or— 

Mr. Oltmans. This is in Holland, we are talking after 
going to Holland. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. I am trying to go chronologically, 
sir. But in New York City, did you have conversations with 
him with regard to the assassination of the President? 

Mr. Oltmans. Not so much. 

. S 

Mr.- Tanenbaum. Before you went to Amsterdam? 

Mr.. Oltmans. No, not so much, no. I thought you 
were talking about— • • 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you have an opportunity.to consult 
your notes? 

_ . Mr. Oltmans. Yes. Not much. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he tell you anything different about 
the assassination than what you have already testified to, 


when you were in New York? 


Mr. Oltmans. No 
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Mr. Oltmans. To London, Heathrow. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. did you stay in London? 

Mr. Oltmans. Wei checked into the Brittania Hotel, 
spent the night there, again in a double room. We had dinner 
with friends of mine and he told these friends again "Willem 
saved my life. I am so grateful,, to him; he took me away." 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you have any conversations of sub¬ 
stance with hi nrun New York? 

Mr. Oltmans. Not at all* New York, talked a bit, but 
not in London. ‘ . \ ■ 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Up until this time, had he ever mentionec 
Jack Ruby or H. L. Hunt? ’ 11 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Up until this time? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, I forgot complete allabout that. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Would you please tell us that, then. 

Mr. Oltmans. O.K. You see, in Dallas, in the many 
.talks I had with him about going or not going, I asked him 
point blank, "Did you know Ruby?" 

"Yes." 

• "Have you been in Ruby's Bar?" 

"Yes." 


"Then what happened to Oswald.. If Oswald set up the 
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And de Mohrenschildt, with a devilish-laugh said ’ 

M He wasn!t long enough around to get the money." 

Then I said, "But who would pay?" 

You see,, he talked in circles. He was still talking in 
c i rc les. ‘'‘He was coming around to talking, but when I asked 
him, who would put up that kind of money, he said, well, he 
would reply, "Well, did you see the letter of Oswald, was 
released by the FBI, to Hunt? Now, why do you think Oswald 
would write to Mr. H. L. Hunt?", 

Then I said "Do you know Hunt, have you known him?" 

S i said, '"I knew him for 20 years. I was very close 
a. I went to all his parties." 

3U see, de Mohrenschildt.clearly indicated that the 
money had come from, that his contacts were "upwards to Hunt, 
and downwards to Oswald." 

- Mr. Tanenbaum. when^you say "he clearly indicated," 
would you tell us what he said about that? 


Mr. Oltmans. What I just told you. 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. He said that to you? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. He, de Mohrenschildt,' said that to you? 
Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. He said that to you in Dallas? 

Mr. Oltmans. In Dallas, or on the way to Hous'ton, 
but in those three days I was with him. . 
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A^iySoxher^-people that you 
now recall during these conversations? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, but—yes, in 1969, I think it was '69, 
I found Lauren Hall in California. Now, Lauren Hall, had been 
running arms to Cuba, in connection. 1 with the Cuban Revolu¬ 
tion and he had at one time his truck with arms was parked 
in Lester Logue's—who is a very important Dallas oil man— 
Lester Logue's driveway and the police found it there. So 
Logue was in trouble to explain why a truck with arms was in 
his driveway. r 

•Now, when Lauren Hall went on my television camera—the 
-film that television submitted to your committee last time I 
submitted to you—Lauren Hall says on that film that he was 
offered $50,000 to take part in the Kennedy assassination in 
the office of Mr. Lester Logue inf.Dallas,and that were 
present five people in':that meeting, including a trucking 
executive and several other people. And .that Mr.Logue said- 
"I don't mind to take part in assassination of Fidel Castro, 
but I will be caught dead taking part in the assassination 
of'the President of the United States." 

So, he went underground to try to kill him. That is 
what he said, he was offered $50,000 in the office ••of • Logue 
but thatis what he said. I went to Dallas and stayed with 
George deMohrenschildt and George said "Lester Logue is one of 
my closest friends." 
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M Because," de Mohrenschildt replied " Mr.Logues and 
I did a survey on oil for Batista in Cuba." 

So de Mohrenschildt looked in the Petroleum Club book 
and saidy "Call him, but d6ii-t tell him you called from my h 
house." 

de Mohrenschildt was having a ball. When I called 
Lester Logue from de Mohrenschildt's house, I had on film that 
in his office $50,000 was offered to kill Kennedy. Then 
Logue went into a frenzy. He threatened that he would have 
me arrested by FBI, that he would sue me until Doomsday -and • 
he would see me the next day in his office. 

I said "You do what you want, call' the CIA, the FBI, 
sue me as much as you want; I have the story on film. I 
give you equal time, that is all I am doing, man.” 

The next morning I checked with his office to take 
.the CBS crew there. :Logue came on the 'phone and said , 

"FBI is not interested in you,- I am not interested in you, I 
will have nothing to do with you," and hanged up the 'phone. 
That is the story of Lester Logue, close friend of George de 
Mohrenschildt. 

Now, I have this on film.. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, you left off when you were in 


London. 


Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. How long did you stay in London with 
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Mr. Oltmans. One night. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And where did you go from London? 

Mr.^Oltmans. To Amsterdam. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What happened in Amsterdam, sir-'-would, 
you tell 4he Committee that.-' '■■.tit ■;.-** 

Mr. Oltmans. In Amsterdam Mr. de Mohrenschildt met, 
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Thursday night, March 3, .with', the head of Dutch Television for 
about one and a half hours discussing making his entire story 
exclusive to Dutch Television and signing contracts for that. 

On Friday, the 4th of March, he negotiated from 3 in the 
--- afternoon -until 1, with again:Dutch Television. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. With whom from Dutch Television? 

Mr. Oltmans. Karl Enklraar. He is head of Dutch Tele-, 
vision today, NOS Television, National Dutch Television. 

He can come and testify to you. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. In the negotiations, what, if any con¬ 
versation did George de Mohrenschildt have to say. about his 
knowledge of the Presidential assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. He spoke only there about the manuscript 
of the book, because most of what he wanted - to say was in there 
anyway, so he wanted to negotiate on the basis of .whether 
that manuscript was available so he did not have to go through ', 
the whole thing again. 



I 

I 



25 



46 


Reference copy, JFK collection: hsca (Kif 




I e con¬ 

firmed the manuscript was there. On Monday we were, Monday 

or Tuesday, we intended to sign a contract. Mr. de Mohren- 
schildt said to everyone "Let's try it, let's do this." 

He was going to be put up in the hotel for one month 
and get a-staff to work with him in order to get the story out 
quick in book, in film, and on television. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Where was George de Mohrenschildt staying? 
Mr. Oltmans. At my house, in Amsterdam. 

f 

Mr. Tanenbaum. During this time, did you have any detaile 
conversations with him about what he knew about the assassi¬ 
nation? 

Mr. Oltmans.• Not much. We were always discussing con¬ 
tract, signed, it will go on record. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did there come a time when you did go 
into details with him about what he knew about the assassina¬ 
tion? 

Mr.. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Would you please tell us when that was? 

Mr. Oltmans. I asked him some more questions, of course. 
For instance, I would ask him why do you say it to me? 

And he would reply "Because you are a Dutchman, I trust 
you. You will" take me out of the country, and I only feel 
safe outside the United States. • X will never.do anything 
here, "because they will get me.'• They will even"—he was 
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this fear while he was in Holland, not at all. 
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Mr. Tanenbaura. Tell us, please, sir, what,if anything 
he said to you, in detail, about what he knew about the 
assassination of the President. 

Mr.-Oltmans. That Kennedy—that Oswald followed up his 
detailed instructions how to set up an ambush of President 
Kennedy. 

f 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What were his instructions? 

Mr. Oltmans. I think that—I don't know. I guess it 
was the cross-fire, to round up, you see—he also said that 
Oswald had many friends among the Cubans. He never said pro- 
Castro or anti-Castro, but it was assumed to be the anti- 
Castro Cubans, although he would never say that, he would 
never talk.in terms of pro-Castro or anti-Castro.. He said 
"Cubans.” 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, .when you said Oswald followed his 
instructions, whose instructions was Oswald following? 

Mr. Oltmans. He said the relationship between Oswald—I 
asked about that, but I said how can you make out, how can 
you prove that Oswald followed your instructions? 

He would reply- "Read all the material .that, .has been 
printed already on the relationship between-Oswald and me." 

Now,. I knew about that, because I have nine hour tapes 


on that relationship, which was very close. He called Oswald, 
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was^iike-a^sold±er'“in^iiiV^^llsh Regiment,” he was like a 
son, they were in complete agreement. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. At any time— 

/ 

Mr. Oltmans. On the same wavelength.. Yes, sir.: ' 

/Mr. Tanenbaum. At any time, did George de Mohrenschildt 
indicate,to you that there was more than one shooter of the 
President? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, definitely, definitely— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Would you please tell- us* what he said? 

Mr. Oltmans. I couldn't -at this 'moment.‘-'' I >would'have 
to—I want to be very precise, if I called that, and I would 
have to adjourn to start looking through my notes really, 
because you constantly say "Look at your notes ," but how.can 
- T do it? -They are all-trief-things, about 10 pages would, I 
would have -have to'go.; thro ugh/notes. 


tea 


o go^ 


Mr. Tanenbaum. Are those the. notes before you now? 
Mr. Oltmans. They are’before me, yes. . ..., 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And those are the notes which contain 


this information? 

Mr. Oltmans. Only notes on flight in Holland to Pallas, 
Mr. Tanenbaum. Does it contain information as to how 
many shooters there were on Dealey Plaza? 

Mr. Oltmans. I am not sure. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. ,; ;Would you please take your time: and 
read through your notes. 
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He took Valium, he took Valium, that was the poison 
he took. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. -Just take-your time and just read your 
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notes. 

Please let us know when you finish. Please take your 
time, Mr. Oltmans. 

Mr.Oltmans. I do not have it here. I can't say for 
-sure.- - I. would have- to get the rest of the package. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Could you tell us? 

Mr. Oltmans. That detail I cannot tell you. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You cannot tell us the substance, what, 
if anything George de Mohrenschildt said, whether or not 
there was more than one shooter in Dealey Plaza? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, has.'said many things, even on the 
tape that you have. 

Mr.Tanenbaum. Would you please tell us. 

Mr.Oltmans. I am under oath, X would like to be pre¬ 
cise.. I cannot at this moment because I would have to come 
back.’ ■ 

Mr.TTanehbaum..:Where are your notes? 

Mr.. Oltmans. * In Amsterdam.. He has, in the ten years,- - 
indicated very often cth.i- 4 . He has had the visit of the Latins. 
Oh, yes, it is so much in my mind that for you, you need the 
information but for me, it is one of the things that I 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you remember talking to me on the 
telephone last night? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you tell, me last night that George 
de Mohrenschildt told you there was more than one shooter 
in Dealey Plaza? 

. , I 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sure. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you indicates-to me on the 'phone 
whether or not a person by the name of H. L. Hunt was in- . 
vol.Ved in the assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. Right. 

Mr.' Tanenbaum. Would you tell the Committee what you tolc, 
me on the 'phone last night, as best you can recall? 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, yes. You must say that, because 
I have not a recollection of that call. We have five calls. 

I would not know exactly the words, but I said that George 
de Mohrenschildt indicated that he was upwards linked to 
H. L. Hunt and the other direction straight to Oswald, and 
I have this other picture that I told you about of this Cuban. 

.1 showed it to de Mohrenschildt. ~ He said he didn't know this 
man. This was a picture of a Cuban who supposedly was 
involved in the Kennedy assassination and that we were 
able to trace, and he would not say that he knew.this man. 
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;_. But also during“talking^about this picture he talks 

in terms of having instructed Oswald to set up a cross-fire 
and he has talked about that to me very clearly, but I have 
not anything here in writing, exact quotes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. When did he tell you, as best you can 
tell us, as best you can recall,.that he instructed Oswald 
to set up a crossfire? 

Mr. Oltmans. I don't recall. 

Mr-. Tanenbaum. Was that at Amsterdam? 

Mr. Oltmans. It must have been, in the period between 
the 23rd of February and the 3rd of March. This is an outline 
of my diary, so I would have to go--this is the red notebook. 

•> 

This is an outline, because I did not want to take the notebook 
to America. It is in the bank in Ams-terdam. 

Mr.. Tanenbaum. Mr.Oltmans, did he tell you what his 
instructions were to Oswald? 

Mr. Oltmans. No. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he tell you what his instructions 


were from H. L. Hunt, or anybody else? 

Mr. Oltmans. . No. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he tell you what he said about H. L. 
Hunt with regard to the assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. Sir, I am afraid that that is what I 
went through before with this Committee already, that when I 


asked him about that that he said that Oswald, was no 
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in question marks; he wasn't on record yet. He was nego- 
to 9° on record. We wanted it on film, we wanted 
it on tape. We wanted his whole story. So everything he said 
between Dallas and Amsterdam he still talked very often in 
question marks. Like saying "Well, why do you think Oswald 
wrote to Hunt?" 

And I said, well, .-then what did you tell him? He said 
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Hunt was .my friend. For how long? 

Twenty years. 

How close? 

Very close. 

Where did he get the money? 

Well, what do you think? 

That is how he wouldttalk. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Mr. Oltmans, did you ask Mr. De Mohren- 
schildt what, if anything H. L. Hunt told him about 
the assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You mean that in your conversations with 
George de Mohrenschildt? 

Mr. Oltmans. Broke it— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Just if I may finish the question, in 
your conversation with George de Mohrenschildt, when he 
indicated that at the top of this structure concerning the 
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assassinat ion was :■ H, ,;L. -‘Hunt*, -and-^at^the bottom was Lee Har¬ 
vey Oswald, you never asked him what, if anything, H. L. 

Hunt said to you about the assassination? 

Mr. pitmans. Sir,X was in the middle of reportage. 

1 

He walked out on me. I had not the faintest idea he would 
walk out after making agreements with my .television publishers 
on Friday, I could not expect this man to walk out with me on 
Saturday under my own nose. I was in the middle of doing 
that job. So I hadn't asked everything I planned to. I 
had to work very carefully. I couldn't just go like 
a bulldozer and do this. I worked very carefully, bit'by 
bit, and I expected to be four weeks working with him on 
the damned thing. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What, if anything, did he say with regard 
to Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Oltmans. That he knew him, that he had been in-- 
I asked two questions on Ruby, one, did you know him? 


Have you been in his night club? 

I even asked, have you been in his night club prior to 
the assassination, and he replied "I suppose so." 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What else in Amsterdam , if anything, 
that is different from what you have already testified to, 
did George de Mohrenschildt tell you about the assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans; Nothing. Entirely—I would prefer to take 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. Well, did he say nothing, or did he 
say something, or don?t you remember? 

Mr. Oltmans. We discussed continuously, but if'I am 
going to ^quote him, I want to be exact. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Well, he said something, but you don't 
recall exactly what he said? 

Mr. Oltmans. Exactly. 

Mr» Tanenbaum. Could you tell us in substance, in broad 
strokes, as best you are able, without conferring with your 
notes, what it was that de Mohrenschildt told you about the 
assassination, in Amsterdam? 

Mr. Oltmans. That he was very, very afraid to come 
out with the story, continuously. He wavered from doing it, 
not doing it, doing it, not doing it, and that was supposedly 
the reason he walked away in Brussels. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he tell you any other details that you 
can impart to us today? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, sir; not responsibly. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, how long did you stay with George 
de Mohrenschildt in Amsterdam? 

Mr. Oltmans. Three days. From Thursday, arrived at 
1:30, Friday all day, Saturday. So that is two and a half 
days. Saturday, I drove to Brussels, you see. 
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Mr. Oltmans. I;. stayed, we arrived at 12:30, he was going 


for a walk and join us for lunch in the Metropole Hotel. He 


never returned from that walk. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. what was your purpose in going to Brus¬ 


sels withjSeorge de Mohrenschildt? 


Mr.Oltmans. Just, I was going really, I had been 


q babysitting. From the 23rd of February, I was involved in 

g this thing and this man was in a very nervous condition. I 

decided, let's do something to get out of Amsterdam and 


give him a different breath of air. He hadn't' been 23 


years in Europe,.studied at Lae College in Belgium. We had 


lunch in Belgium. I wanted to see old friends of mine, 


and drove through his old Universityytown. He had only with 


him an attache case, with supposedly checks he withdrew from 


the bank when I was there in Dallas, and nothing else. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. Now, did there come a time when George 


de Mohrenschildt was no longer in your company in Brussels? 


Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. When was that r sir? 


Mr. Oltmans. He left the Metropole Hotel at 12:30. 


He never returned from that moment. I waited until 3:30 


for him to return to the.-hbtel. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. What date are we talking about? 


Mr. Oltmans.- The 5th of March; Saturday, the 5th of 


March. 
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with him and someone else? 

Mr. Oltmans. I had a luncheon meeting set up with 
friends of mine. ..... • 

Mr. Tanenbaum.. Prior to that had you set up some 
Russian meeting? 

Mr. Oltmans. No';; I had lunch with Vladimir Kuznetzov, 
First Secretary, who had been stationed in The Netherlands 
and had returned on assignment vessel in Europe and had 
written a letter he would like to see me. I hadn't seen 
him a few years, so I combined it. I said to George, I would 
like to speak to this man, probably,.you would like to meet 
him, too. He is Russian. Let's combine it. You go 
for a Walk and have lunch afterwards. 

So we met by coincidence in a corridor because 
Kuznetzov was a half hour early and we were half-hour early. 
And we rspoke to Soviet Ambassador Kuznetzov and^ - --- 

George, knew Russian. I didn't understand a word. 

Mr.' Tanenbaum. When - was the last time you saw George 


de Mohrenschildt? 

Mr.: Oltmans. At that moment he said "O.K. I will be 
back in an hour." 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he ever return? 

Mr. Oltmans. ■ Never. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You were staying in a hotel with George 
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Mr. Oltmans. No, no, no. We had lunch there never 
planning to stay anywhere. 

Mr-.- Tanenbaum. Where were all his belongings, sir? 

Mr. Oltmans. In my house. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What did you do with them? 

Mr. Oltmans. At the advice of Dutch Television, I trans¬ 
ported all his belongings, even his pipe was there, probably 
didn't plan to leave. On the. bed was his pipe, his change, 
his keys—everything. I transported them to Amsterdam, Rotter¬ 
dam Bank .with expressing instructions only Mr. de Mohrenschildt 
himself or me could 'get it out of the vault. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. What, if any, effort did you make to 
find out where George de Mohrenschildt went? 

Mr. Oltmans. Well, I had built in some check,,.the car was 
left in Dallas, his car was left that morning in Dallas with 
=Dave'Russell. : I gave you-telphone and everything of a 
friend of mine in Houston, and he kept the car all that time. 

So I would know when George came back:..into the country, he 
would probably phone for his car, so I saw that >a very 
good checkup in order to check what he would do. 

: - Mr. Tanenbaum. You said David Russell. Is he any 
relation to Patrick Russell, the lawyer? 

Mr. Oltmans. Not that .1 know. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. "So what else-did you do, sir? 
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de' Mohrenschildtr.s back in the country, staying with his 


daughter and Mrs. Tilton, his aunt in : Palm Beach, and 


like to have his car back, and .the official of the drilling— 


that is the man in Houston—called,Jim Sawage of the 


6 Transcontinental Drilling Company would drive the car back to 


7 Palm Beach and where David would please leave it with him, 


So David called me in Hollywood where I was staying 


with friends, and said George is back in this country. He 


wants to talk to you very much, he says he loves you, he 


ran way because he wa s too scared to 


he ran away, 


That is what he told David Russell and that is 


what David Russell told me on the phone. I was supposed to 


call Mr. de Mohrenschildt but I wasn’t very much in the mood 


to do that right away. I wanted to wait a little bit and. 


first of all, I wanted to see whether your Committee was int¬ 


erested to contact him, so that is why I passed on the tele- 
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phone number of Mr. de Mohrenschildt in Palm Beach on Monday 
morning to you. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. did. you, in fact, ever speak to George 
de Mohrenschildt prior to his death, in Palm Beach? 

Mr. Oltmans. Since Brussels? . Not a word.. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you have occasion to go to Palm 
Beach prior to coming here? 


Mr. Oltmans. Did I? 





I 

2 Mr. Oltmans. . No. ; . No, sir. I came straight here when 

3 I heard he was killed—he killed himself. 

4 Mr.TTanenbaum. Now, last night you called me, is that, 

5 correct? 

j . ' y ■ 

6 Mr.COitmans. Yes,sir. 


7 Mr. Tanenbaum. You indicated that you had information 

8 to give to this Committee about the assassination; is that 
g correct? 

10 Mr. Oltmans. What I said to you is that when I came 

11 to you on the 11th of February or whenever' it was, I was 

22 still under—I did not want, I could, not talk freely, be¬ 


cause George had asked me not to come right out and say that 
he instructed Oswald to kill Kennedy. He said in question 
marks, as I said it to you, George said "How would it hit 
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the media if I came out and said I was involved, or I was 
responsible for Oswald's behavior?" 

That is the phrases in. which '.'.I phrased it before. 
That were not necessarily, the phrases as put it to me. 

Mr..: Tanenbaum., • Now,* what! you. are talking about, sir, 


21 


is^that’-you did not. tell, me all of the details about what 


22 

23 


George de Mohrenschildt told you, that is, .you did not 
tell all of the details to me when we met in February, is 


that right? 

24. 

- Mr. Oltmans. Actually, I went for your investigators, 

25 

I said that I was not in a position to do that because I said 



Mr. Tanenbaum. After that we met in March again. 

Mr. Oltmans. In March I told you that since I' did not 
know where he was, and since he asked me not to quote him ver¬ 
batim directly,, that. I could.not be. entirely free in talking 
to you...and; your colleagues. Now, I feel free. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. So that now when you called me last 
night you told me in substance what you just said with regard 
to why you did not tell me all the information you now'possess 
is that correct? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And last night did you tell me that you 
had the details that you were■now going to give to the Commit¬ 
tee about .what George de Mohrenschildt knew about the 
assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You told me that last night. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, and for my feeling that it is 
what. I did this morning. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. During your conversation with George de 
Mohrenschildt, did you ask him whether or not there were 
other shooters at Dealey Plaza? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he say there was only one shooter, 
or did he say there was more than one shooter. 
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"never talked, 


even before, that there was one shooter. Even before the 
23rd of February he talked already about a group of people 
killing President Kennedy. This is not new to me. 

Mr . Tanenbaum. Well, sir, whether it is new or not, simply 
the question is— 

Mr. Oltmans. Well, I did not ask. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did George de Mohrenschildt tell you there 
was more than one shooter at Dealey Plaza? 

Oltmans. Yes, many, many times. . 

Tanenbaum. Did you ask him how he knew that? 

Oltmans. No. Yes, but he-didn't say anything. He 
told me until he told now that Oswald set it up 
instructions. 

Tanenbaum. Did you ask him what his instructions 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

had never 
under his 
Mr. 


were? 


Mr. Oltmans. No. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You never asked-- 

Mr. Oltmans. I asked how he could prove that Oswald 
acted at his instructions. That was the very first question 
I asked. 


Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he tell you whether or not Oswald 
was a shooter, himself? 

Mr. Oltmans. He said, and that is very good, I am 
glad you reminded me of that. He said "I am still not sure 
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to ascertain that. " 

That is quote, unquote. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he tell you whether or not Jack Ruby 
was involved in the assassination. ' 

Mr. Oltmans. No, he told me what I told you. 

Mr, Tanenbaum. Did you ask him? 

Oltmans. Yes. As I told you, I asked him "Did 
you know Ruby? Why did Ruby kill Oswald?" 

He wouldn't go in detail. He didn't come out flatly 
and-say Ruby killed Oswald at my instructions, or anything like 
that, nothing like that. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Sir,did : you attempt to pinpoint the 
information and get detailed information from George de 
Mohrenschildt of what, if any^instructions he.-had received 
from H. L. Hunt? 

Mr. Oltmans. No. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And what he imparted to Lee Harvey Oswald?] 

Mr. Oltmans . No, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you ask him? 

Mr. Oltmans. I. asked him—yes, I asked him the question 
whether he knew•Hunt,wwhat was his relationship with Hunt, 
and I have told you this. More he did not say. 

. Mr. Tanenbaum. Did you ask him? 

Mr. Oltmans. No. 
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de Mohrenschildt in Amsterdam up until the time he left Brus¬ 
sels? 
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Mr. Oltmans. We were very tired, having not slept all 
night. On the 13th when we got there, napped, had rest', on : 
Wednesday interview with Dutch Television people and we went 
home and went to bed. . 

Mr. Tanenbaum. How many days, as best you can estimate 
it, was George de .Mohrenschildt talking about the President 
up until the time he left from Bussels? 


Mr. Oltmans. From the 23rd with intermissions until the 
5th of March. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. During that time, did you ever ask him 
whether or not he received instructions from Hunt and what 
those instructions were? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, I did not ask, at any time.. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did it ever occur to you to ask him that? 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, yes. We were really starting a complete 
job on this guy. . . 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Well, why didn't you ask him— 

Mr. Oltmans.. But he didn't want, to talk before it 
was in writing, he was after money, that was why he 
wanted.to have, this interview with Epstein of Readers 
Digest for $4,000, you see. , 4 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Sir, what if anything, did he say with 
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what, if anything, did he say— ‘ 

Mr. Oltmans. That the names are in the manuscript. 

' > ... 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Just l£.t me finish the question. 

Mr. Oltmans. Excuse me. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he say anything about any agency of 
government having anything to do with the assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. He mentioned the CIA and the 
_ FBI and the names he. was. mentioning ‘in that fatal manuscript 
which he called the source of all his misery. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he say this to you in Amsterdam, sir? 
Mr. oltmans. Yes, always in Dallas and. Amsterdam. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Sir, you are an investigative reporter? 
Mr.Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. How long have you been an investigative 
reporter? 

Mr. Oltmans. Well, maybe longer than you are an 
investigating lawyer* 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Maybe longer than I am alive? 

Mr. Oltmans. But my friend— 

Mr. Tanenbaum. May I ask you this question, sir? 

t 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You have written books, is that correct? 
Mr. Oltmans. sure. 

Mr. .Tanenbaum. You are an intelligent man? 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. You are talking to someone who has indi- 
cated to you he has very unique, sensitive, important 
information., about, the assassination of the President of the 
United States, is that correct? 

Mr.^Oltmans. Right. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You stayed with him for a period of days 
when-he was talking about the assassination, is that correct? 

Mr.Oltmans. Yes,right? everything is right. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Can you tell us, tell the members of the 
Committee, why you did not ask him the questions concerning 
the instructions that he received from H. L. Hunt as he said 
he indicated. - 

Mr. Oltmans. He never said he had, he never said he 
received instructions from Hunt? when I asked to try to 
tie into the Hunt thing,he would again try to talk - in 
circles. . He would then say .-"Then why would Oswald write 
to Hunt?" 

Or then reply "Well, I knew Hunt for 20 years 
‘intermittently well.". 

And that kind of reply I was still getting. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And what kind of reply did you get _ 
from him when you asked him what instructions he gave to 
Oswald? 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, the reply was, quote "Read"—when 
I asked him to prove, to prove that Oswald acted at his 
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you make concrete, how can you prove that Oswald acted at 
your instructions? The only answer he would give me was "Re-:, 
read, start reading, as you did that about relationship 

i 

between Oswald and me. You have’t studied it." 

•*» . * 

That was the only reply he would give to that question. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Sir, you say you have in your notes 
in Amsterdam some more details about what Mr. de Mohrenschildt 
told you about the assassination, is that correct? 

Mr. Oltmans. In other words, I would have to go from 
the entire time, 1968 because the fact that there were 
more people he has told me, from the very first day I 
met him it was on television, for you it is interesting but 
for. us that is what he said from the beginning that, there were 
more people than Oswald alone. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You have testified that George de Mohren¬ 
schildt told you that some governmental agencies w^re 
involved in the assassination, is that correct,sir? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, and that "The proof of that is in 
the manuscript." I am quoting him* • 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And did you'ask. him. which-agencies 
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those were? 


Mr. Oltmans-. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Which ones those were, did you? 

Mr. Oltmans. Sir, I told you I tnink he’said it was 


CIA and FBI. 
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Mr. Oltmans. No, he mentioned by name Mr. Parker of 


4 

FBI says it is extremely unpleasant for him because if 


5 

that rame come out now, he is very on top of FBI at this moment 


6 

and I am sure they will not want that to come out. But.Mr. 
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Tanenbaura, I understand that from a lawyer's point of view. 


8 

that if you had traveled with Mr. de Mohrenschildt, I think 


9 

you would not have walked away in Brussels, but probably al¬ 


10 

ready in Dallas. 


11 

You see, I didn't approach him as a bulldozer. I 


12 

tiptoed and was trying to. get him on the plane. I would not 


13 

have gotten him on the plane to ask all the nasty questions 


14 

I had to ask, I was playing a very diplomatic game by trying 
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to get him to Europe, to feel him more safe, more relaxed. 
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I.have the whole thing, we have a whole staff of Dutch- 

\ 
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Television, trying to do a job to get all these .questions 
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answered. But the mishap was that the guy, we. asked probably 


19 

already too difficult questions during that meeting in the 
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.publishing house that he was cramped, he really became petri¬ 


21 

fied again, get him now without him running. He was running 


22 

so much now that he killed .himself... Now, we; are nowhere. 


23 

Mr.Tanenbaum.Just one last question,.Mr. Oltmans.. 


24 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. . , 


25 

Mr. Tanenbaum. George d.e. Mohrenschildt, you say, was 



negotiating to tell what he knew about the assassination? 

: 
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f fact. 


tha t the con t ract" be "‘drawn"~up^ 

Mr. Tanenbaum. The contract was already drawn up. 

Mr. aO ltmans. Was being drawn up that we had. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. I take it that Dutch Television was 
going to gay him a fee. 

Mr. Oltmans. And publishing house; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Were going to pay him a fee, for telling 
what he knew, is that right? . 

Mr. Oltmans. No, for telling the story, for writing a 
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book, yes. 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. And telling the story about what he knew? 

Mr.’'Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. In your presence did' hedquestion;’him 
about what he knew? 

Mr. Oltmans. Carefully, carefully. They were—some 
> questions were asked, especially about the manuscript-and - 
what was in it, that is why we made the call to Dallas, and 
we felt that most of what he wanted to say was in that 
manuscript. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Did he tell him to justify their giving 
him a fee for what he knew, did George, de Mohrenschildt 
tell these people for. whom he was negotiating the contract, 
did he tell them the details about what he knew? 

Mr. Oltmans. Apparently enoubh for them to conclude 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. Were you present when that was being 
discussed? 

Mr. Oltraans. I was present, yes, I was present. 

Mr. Tanenbaura. Do you recall during those conversations 
what, if anything, George de Mohrenschildt said about the 
assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. I would not be able to recall anything 
specifically but it was in general terms discussed. He was 
holding back because he said he first wanted to see the 
papers and to’..-agree- on a contract:. We were not pushing 
him therev to tell. the. story. ‘ 

Mr. Tanenbaum. So that it is your testimony, sir? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes., 

.Mr. .'Tanenbaum. That the Dutch Television and Publish¬ 
ing House were going to enter into a contract with-him to 
tell what he knew about the assassination without their 
first getting details about what he knew? 

Mr. Oltmans. Well, they knew me 25 years and I have 
passedon some of my .information about that trip. And I 
think they trusted me enough to also go on that information. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. But the fact of the.matter is he did 
not tell the details of what he knew? 

Mr. Oltmans. Not in that meeting, no. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Prior to their drawing up the contract? 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. They were doing it on faith? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, that is the other extreme. Why do 
you have to put it in black or white? 

Mr. Tanenbaum. But they had all. the details, didn't they? 

Mr. (5ltmans. They have all my details, they have a tele¬ 
vision instrument,, they have nine hours of tapes. 

Mr.'Tanenbaum. Do they have anything different from what 
you testified to today in the substance of what he knew 
about the assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. No. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Sir, do you have any agreements, with any 
media in this country to giveayour..story to them about what 
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you. have., testified, to here, today? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, sir. I have “offerS; v -, but I have 
not done anything. 

-■ ■ Mr. Tanenbaum. Is there anything’else that you would 

tell, any other — 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, definitely not. 

.Mr. Tanenbaum. —organization, whether it be the media 
or otherwise, about this assassination that you have not 
told us today? 

Mr.. Oltmans. If anything, I will say less. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. We have your assurance, sir, that:-., 
when you return to Amsterdam, you will inform us what the 
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"Mr". Oltmans. If I find any of the questions that you 
asked me, if I find any additional material, I will be glad 
to send it registered, or photostat it to you. I will not 
be back until after Easter and I will do quite a job and see 
if I can find any information that might be interesting to 
your Committee and as I cooperate from the beginning, but 
I will gladly submit it to you. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. And after we finish today, sir, you 
will agree, to come to my office and let us Xerox whatever 
materials you have with you and send to Amsterdam? 

* Mr. Oltmans. Yes. this is in Dutch. I don't think I 
should have this. These are the notes that I used when I 
came there and that I used todays 

O.K. I will have this Xeroxed. 

Mr.Tanenbaum. Thank you very much.. 

Mr. Oltmans. My pleasure. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. Mr.Chairman, if you or any members have 
any questions, I will be glad to yield 
-- : Mr. Preyer. Mr. Stokes. , . 
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Mr. Oltsman? . 

Mr. Oltsman. Yes, Mr. Stokes. 

You don't have a subpoena to appear here 

No, sir. 

The Chairman. I assume that your appearance here is 
because you have requested an opportunity to testify before us? 

,Mr..- Olstman. Slightly different. I received a call 
from another Mr. Richard Sprague to contact Mr. Tanenbaum in 
February because Mr. Sprague had told Mr. Tanenbaum of my 
activities around Mr. de Mohrenschildt. And Mr. Sprague 
called me and said why don't you give the Committee of 
Assassinations a ring, they might be interested to talk to you. 

So In February I called Mr. Tanenbaum and he said, "If 

\ ■ 

you have time, we hear you have done a lot of research. We 
would like to listen to it." So that was the first. 

So actually this whole thing rolled because of the work 
I have done. I haven't taken necessarily myself in this. 

The Chairman. So in essence, then, you have volunteered? 

Mr. Oltsman. Very much so, yes, because I think that 
is the proper way to go around. 

. The Chairman. And what is your purpose in wanting to 
testify before this committee? 

Mr. Oltsman. Because I have been twice before the 


The Chairman, 
today, do you? 

Mr. Oltsman. 
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I couldn't I was in a very difficult position, Mr. Stokes, 
because Mr. de Mohrenschildt had begged me not to come out 
and .call him directly, saying, for instance, "I instructed 
Oswald, I discussed the assassination from A to Z with Oswald. 
I knew he was going to do it," and statements like that.. 

I decided — he has asked me to — he was somewhere in 
Europe, nobody knows where, so I felt I couldn't quote him as 
precisely as I can now.. 

The Chairman. In your conversation with Mr. Tanenbaum 
last night, did you have any discussion as to whether you were 
going to disclose this testimony to-some other person or to 
the media before you testified here before this committee? 

Mr. Oltsman. Ah, no,..' that is very ‘true. I think I have 
planted the idea.with Mr. Tanenbaum, the first impression that 
I would wait until I had appeared before the committee. But 
then came -ABC Television and they pressed very much. The said, 
"Can you say something to us in. the morning show in prepara¬ 
tion," and they said, ".We will place an embargo on it." 

I said, "Well, it is at 9:00 and the meeting is at 
10:00, okay." 

So that I have done, yes, I have given an interview to 
ABC Television. 

The Chairman.- So that — 

Mr. Oltsman. But I am under no obligation; I am here 
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The Chairman. ; I understand, sir. I appreciate that. 

3 

Mr. Oltsman. Yes. 

4 

The Chairman. But so that the record is clear, you did 

5 ' • 

say to Mr. Tanenbaum last night — 

^ MrT'Oltsman. Yes; oh, yes. 

/ The Chairman—That you would not talk, to anyone prior 

8 to your appearance here this morning; is that right? 

q 

Mr. Oltsman. Yes; that is true, yes. And I was a 
little bit — well, maybe tricked into that, because the 
first proposal from ABC was it would be put under embargo unti] 
12 after 10:00. When I asked at 2:00 .in the morning, when the 
,3 negotiations were still going on, they called me at 12:00, at 

1 4 1:00, at 2:00, at 3:00. Each time I said what does this mean, 
•15 "embargo," until 10:00? And then they said, well, we don't 

15 know exactly what we offered you, but that cannot be done. I 

17 was already too far in my doing it. But indeed my — in that 

18 way that is contradictory, sure, you caught me in a contradic- 


19 tion. 


The Chairman. No, the program that you appeared on 


this morning — 


Mr. Oltsman. Yes. 

The Chairman. Tt'was the "Good Morning America Show" 


24 wasn't it? 


Mr. Oltsman. Yes, sir. 
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appearance, 


wasn't 


it? 


Mr. Oltsman. Yes, sir, very live. 

The Chairman. Now, when you appeared here, you requested 
that you testify in executive session; is that correct? 

Mr.~ Oltsman. Yes, sir. 

i 

The Chairman. Now, with the knowledge that you had 
already testified to much of what you were going to say here to 
us on live television this morning, why did you make that 
request? 

Mr. Oltsman. I beg a little bit to disagree. I think ij 
was seven minutes on ABC Television-, and I have been almost 
1-1/2 hours-with you. I don't think that.seven minutes over 
very much that time I spend with you in telling what happened 
in detail, can you compare this. 

The Chairman. No, all I would like to do is just note 
your reasons. You see, you requested that we go into executiv^ 
session. 

• Mr. Oltsman. I was asked to, sir, because there, was 
one American magazine that has made me an offer, and to NOS 
Dutch Television. They have been in Holland already to make 
the offer, and they would like the exclusive story from the 
beginning of March of '68 to now, for me to tell them exclusively 
and that magazine cannot appear until the 19th of April. So 
they said if you give a public story, Dutch Television told meJ 
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this magazine. We have spent 11 years, a lot of money on 
traveling back and forth to Mr. de Mohrenschildt. We shipped 
him to Holland. We had enormous expenses. They are trying to 

i 

get some of the money back by selling the exclusive story to a 
magazine in the United States. 

The Chairman. Do you have a contract with those? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, sir; I have not even— well, they hav^ 
talked by phone about .drawing up a contract. I have no con¬ 
tract with no one in the world, not even with Dutch Television 
on this. 

The Chairman. Let me ask you this, Mr. Oltsman. 

Mr. Oltsman'. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Is this one of the questions that they 
asked you this morning: Who killed President Kennedy? Was 
that questioned asked you? 

Mr. Oltsman. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. And was this your answer: "Nobody knows. 
Even de Mohrenschildt wasn't sure that it was Oswald. 

Mr. Oltsman. Correct. 

The Chairman. "Because at the time Mr. Kennedy was 
shot, Mr. de Mohrenschildt and his wife were in Haiti," and 
then you went on. 

Mr. Oltsman. . Yes. 

The Chairman. Is that your statement? 
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he says he has no proof that Oswald shot himself, that he 
set Oswald up not to shoot, but that he had no way of finding 
o^pt whether he actually did shoot. That is what he told me. 
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Tie Chairman. Okay. Let me ask you this: Also this 
morning at the part of the program where they said to you, 
"Youvare*; saying;-there./.was a conspiracy?" you said, "Definitely, 
yes." The question was, "You say definitely?" and you said, 
"Absolutely, yes, according to Mr. de .Mohrenschildt. I am 
quoting, just quoting Mr. de Mohrenschildt." Right? 

Mr. Oltsman. Yes. 

The Chairman. Yes, sir. "Who was involved in the 
conspiracy?" 

"Oswald, number one; Mr. de Mohrenschildt, number two." 

Right? 

Mr. Oltsman. Yes, right. 

The Chairman. Now, I am asking you, as a member of 
this committee. 

Mr. Oltsman. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman'. Are you able to name anyone else in the 
world who was involved in this conspiracy, other than the 
two individuals you have named on public television? 

Mr. Oltsman. No, sir. 

.The Chairman. • Now, then you say further in that same 
interview where they asked you about other persons, and they 
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Answer: "I don't." 

Question: "You don't?" 

"But I do some other names." , . 

Did you say that? 

• Mrr' Oltsman. Yes, name. Name. 

The Chairman. What? 

Mr. Oltsman. Name. Parker. He mentioned Mr. Parker. 
That was the only name-he mentioned to me that was in the book, 
supposedly, of an FBI official who came to Haiti, etc. Name. 

If I said names, then I am incorrect. 

The Chairman. So if you said' "names" ■— 

Mr. Oltsman.-' Name. 

■ The Chairman. This morning on the program you were 
incorrect? 

Mr. Oltsman. If it came over with an "s" behind, it 
might be. 

The Chairman. What you mean.t -to say was you have one 

name? 

Mr. Oltsman. Solid, yes. There are other names we have 
to mention. He did mention Hunt. He confirmed negotiation wit 

Hunt when I spoke to him about that. 

■ 

The Chairman. All right. No, Parker, do we have a full 
name for Parker? 

Mr. Oltsman. No, it is all the same. It is in the 
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. . —,— rr—zzica in the 

JTaTrrerPReportT”but I didn't. 

TheiChairman. Is this information part of the testimony] 

i • 

given to the Warren Commission by Mr. de Mohrenschildt? 

Mr. Oltsman. I think so, yes, sir. 

The. Chairman. As an investigative reporter,; have you 
ever pursued ascertaining the identify of the real Mr. Parker? 

Mr. Oltsman. Certainly. I have been outlaying the 
country since de Mohrenschild't case. I have been unable 
to come to Washington. I have prior gonmifmehts>'.lecture 
tours. I haven't been able to do anything. As a matter of 
fact, I want to turn-over, what I have heard I want to turn ov4 
to the commitee and I want to get out of this story. 

I worked 11 years, worked on this, trying to get the 
pieces together.. I have handed the pieces. When Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr. wrote the "Thousand Days," he said the first 
page, "This is what I saw in the White House and the rest I 
leave to other historians." 

• Now when I give you this information, you are the 
people who have to'— I couldn't go to Palm Beach and send 
investigators to Mr. de Mohrenschildt. You-did, and that is tlji 
approach I hope the committee would follow, up, names and data 
and facts I would give to you, like Parker. 

It is not for me to go. I am not interested in that. 

The Chairman. Mr. Chairman,: I have some other questioni 







defer for lack of time. 


• Mr. Preyer* Mr WMcKinney• 

- Mr.' McKinney. Do you wish to address that question? 
Mr. Preyer. Yes. 


7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


Mr. Oltmans, there is someone outside to pick you up 
for a TV show called Panorama at 12. 

Mr. Oltmans. Well, I am with you now, sir. I am 
sorry, that is too bad. . I am working with you. this comes 
first. I could have gone on television a thousand times. 

I want to be here. 

I apologize, please. Please say I am very, very 
sorry but prior commitments. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, I am not nominally a mem¬ 
ber of this Subcommittee, so that my followthrough is 
more,or less than the rest of the members and-I would probably 
ask just two very fast questions. One, as a matter of opinion, 

Mr. Oltmans,. is, do you feel that—totally your own conjee- 

( 

ture—do you feel in any fact whatsoever that Mr. de Mohren- 
schildt—do you have any question as to the fact he committed 
suicide? 

Mr. Oltmans. I, personally, do not, sir. But-is. 
my personal opinion important? As a journalist I have no 
opinion. My personal opinion is he did. 
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Mr. Oltmans. He killed himself. He is completely 
capable of doing—in a soldierly way, he did it. 

Mr. McKinney I find that is why,it is strictly con- 
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jectural opinion, the man had gone to such extremes, he 

had'been'..subjected.'jto-such.^mental anguish, that he had finally 

decided to quote "tell his story," unquote. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. McKinney. I totally do not Understand why he 
did not get through the point, why he did not wait until 
at least he had delivered the story to a safer location 
than a safe in Dallas, Texas. 

Mr. Oltmans. He feels that the book that is in his 
lawyer's office is about the best'testimony that he could 
give to the world. 

Mr. McKinney. I would agree that that is logical but 
I am not so sure— 

Mr. Oltmans. You are right, that is right. 

Mr. McKinney. That l£yer*s;safe in Dallas, Texas, 
rather than a safe of the Dutch Broadcasting or something . 
of that sort, which isrprobably far less available. You 
said in November of 1976 you called Mrs. de Mohrenschildt. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. McKinney. Because you thought you would like to get 
in touch with George. 
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Mr. McKinney. Hadn't they been divorced for three 
\ 

years by then? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, yes, that is right. They were 
divorced but got together again. - 

Mr. J&cKinney. He had had- throughout history quite 
a few wives.; I guess. 

Mr. Oltmans. Four. 

Mr. McKinney. Four? Phew. . 

Mr. Chairman, I. don't want to waste time of other mem¬ 
bers of the Subcommittee who are more on top of this than 
I am. 


Mr. Oltmans. Sir, in this direction, he called from 
the Waldorf-Astoria, his daughter was there. In this call 
I encouraged him to make the call and he did actually he 
did make the call, actually it:-was embarrassing sometimes 
how he would follow my advice too much, very much. He 
called his. daughter at Palm-Beaah 'going ..to..Holland' and.-. . 
he quoted to me_his. daughter saying "Papa, come back to Palm 
Beach, I will save you." 

He said that is what his daughter said in the call. 

And that is why he went to Palm Beach and he •; called me 
and said he was there. I sort of had the feeling he was 
in safe hands. '■*- 

Mr. McKinney. I guess I would ask one other question. 








Mr. McKinney. One of the things that interests me is 
that he disappeared in Europe. He traveled around, obviously 
he found his way to the United States and back to Palm Beach. 
Mr. Oltmans. Yes. ■ ' 

Mrv-McKinney. I used to solicit funds for the United 
Negro College Fund and I am aware of the fact that what 
used to be called that anyway, most black colleges do not 
pay much in fact. 

. Mr. Oltmans. His salary was $1600 a month. 

Mr. McKinney. Now did he travel in Europe, •..•you 
paid for his fare? • ■ 

Mr. Oltmans. “NOS.,.u:—yes, I paid for his fare. He 
went to Dallas, he went with me to Dallas, Oak Cliff Bank 
and Trust Company in Dallas on the 24th of February at 
12:30 in the afternoon: and, I am finding my way back in 
my notes,aarid he cashed—and took out the money he had 
in there. I do not know how much. He indicated it was 
several; thousand dollars. , 

Then he drove with me to the Dallas bank which was 
somewhere else and he was going to take out his,money there. 
He stood on the stairs of the bank and changed his 
mind when standing there, he stood there first and came 
back and said, well, I do it later. 

He was traveling with his attache case with money. 





Mr. Fauntroy. I want to return now for your visit— 
to the FBI visting you.in 1968. 


Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Subsequent to your speaking to the 
officer Kennedy— ■ 

Mr. Oltman^. Kennedy. Ted Albritton, I spoke to his 
press agent. ... 

Mr. Fauntroy. What did you say to the FBI agent who 
visited you that caused them to say-.that they would protect you 
- Mr. Oltmans. I asked—I said that my television 
station had instructed me, Mr. Karl Eakiaar, who is very 
willing to come and testify to you, that he instructed 
me to. ask the FBI for protection, because I have told 
Mr. de Mohrenschildt and the people of. Dutch Television 
that he was involved in the assassination, and they said it 
was simply dangerous to go a little closer to someone 
who was involved in the assassination. < 


Mr.. Fauntroy. What did you say to-Mr. 
Mr. Oltmans. I told him the story. 


Mr. Fauntroy. You told him what? 
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Mr. 
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de Mohrenschildt to go Before Dutch cameras, that he had 
said, I have to first go to two weeks to Mexico for oil 
conference, call me in two weeks, that I have reported 
on Sunday the same day, the 2nd of April, I think it was, in 
1968 to my boss at Dutch Television Mr. Eaklaar, that he 
had said we have had a meeting, stock meeting, we want you to 
go to Robert Kennedy's office, he has been Attorney General, 
he has the contacts with the police, tell him that we are 
doing something that we are trying to find out who killed 
his brother, that we hit on George de Mohrenschildt,^^; 
think you are in danger and that we d<A‘!ti; want that responsi 
bility that is what I told him, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. All right. 

Thank you. 

Secondly, you mentioned, a conversation between the 
de Mohrenschildt's and Latin Americans. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. With respect to a picture.. 

Mr. Oltmans. To pictures,. I said. 

Mr. Fauntroy. To pictures? 

Mr. Oltmans. I think it was several-pictures, yes. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Do I understand that they told the 
Latin Americans that they did not know the people? 

Mr. Oltmans. Exactly. But they added nothing to 



to ask 


Mr. Fauntroy. That is precisely the question I wanted 

• 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Fauntroy. So that while they told the Latin Ameri 
cans that they did not know the persons . —— the picture? 

Mr. 'Oltmans. Exactly. 

Mr.Fauntroy. They did not indicate to you later that 
they, in fact, knew them? 

Mr.Oltmans. No, I wish they had. I mean, that is 
what.I was working on, to get more out of them. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Third, you made reference to his refer¬ 
ence to his daughter. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And to a brother. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. Demetre de Mohrenschildt. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes. Do I understand that he made 
reference to only his concern for how they would feel about. 
public knowledgeraent of his involvement? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes,sir, I. think so. 

Mr. Fauntroy. No reference to— 

Mr. Oltmans. Materially, no. 

Mr. Fauntroy. No reference to their safety? 

Mr. Oltmans. : No, sir. Not that I can recall at all. 
And he only mentioned expressly his daughter Alexandria in 
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-he dies~ in“^d'~hTs brother Demetre--nobody else. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Do you have or does your broadcasting 
company have notes of negotiation meetings which were held 
with him? ; 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fauntroy. And will you make those available to us? 

Mr. Oltmans. I promise that I will ask for a report 
of it and Mr. Eaklaar will be very happy to come at his 
own expense to this committee to testify. 
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Mr. Fauntroy,. In response to arquery this morning as 
to who killed President Kennedy, you said nobody knows. Do 
you believe that nobody knows? 

Mr. Oltmans, I think Mr. de Mohrenschildt, from what 
he told me after,the 23rd of Februaryv-no,,what: I meant my 
English probably failed me slightly—nobody knows at this 
moment, you see. I think Mrs. de Mohrenschildt,. I donot know 
what kind of game she is going.'"to play after the funeral, 
bpt she could very well be. someone who can throw light on 
this matter. ‘But George and also, for instance, Mr.Tanenbaum 
asked me, did I. press that. I pressed, for instance, 
whether de.Mohrenschildt and Oswald had talked without the 
women present, without Marina and Jean de .Mohrenschildt, 
because to" 'me it was indicating he conducted —talked to 
Oswald, so I wanted'to know how often, were you able , 
in position to talk eye to eye to Oswald and he said 
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'k.z2fciJu —--very—of teny they got rid of these women to take care of 
2 

children and talk about clothes and take care of the house 

3 

and go for a drive, and so on? I am afraid I"; am very.'com-.. 

4 

plete this morning but anyway, I am trying my best. 

5 • 

Mr. Fauntroy. Finally, Mr. "chairman, I do understand 

6 

that the Richard Sprague to which you made reference-- 

7 

Mr. Oltmans. The other. 

8 

Mr. •Fauntroy.. —was Richard E. Sprague. 

9 

Mr'.Oltmans. Yes. 

10 

Mr. Fauntroy. And not Richard-A. Sprague, former counsel 

11 ' . 
to this Committee. 

12 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, exactly. 

13 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

14 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you. 

15 

Mrs. Burke.. 

16 - . 

Mrs Burke. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

17 

I gather you have spent a lot of time working on this 

18 . 

and probably have written articles.' Have you written arti- 

19 - . ■ 

cles--have you written articles that have been published 

20 • • ' , 

m various places? 

21 

Mr. Oltmans. Mrs. Burke, I have written, if my 

22 

recollection is correct, maybe three articles"in 11 years 

23 

because I never felt—in Dutch papers—I never felt I had 

24 ‘ 

somethin r eally come.to any—I felt on the 23rd of February Mr. 

^ Mohrenschildt not truthful with me, the way, I cannot explain 
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Mrs. Burke. Did you write any books at all? 
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Mr. Oltmans. About Mohrenschildt? 

Mrs. Burke. No, not necessary about Mr. Mohrenschildt, 
about the assassination? 
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Mr. Oltmans. No, no, no, I am not one of the profes¬ 
sional assasination hunters. I keep far from it. They call 
me and say I should have guards in the Hilton who tell me 
because they will now try to kill me between last night and 
this morning, and you see, I just laugh. Even A.BC asked me 
whether I wanted a guard at my room. I say, Ma'am, I am not in 
that kind of business. 

Mrs. Burke. Did you have any feeling about how Mr. de 
Mohrenschildt lived over the years—was he still doing, besides 
teaching French one day a week at Bishop College—-was he 
doing any kind of oil consultation and did' he have any 
clients? 

Mr..Oltmans. I am happy you asked that, no, he was 
gradually faded,’out of the oil contacts he did have sometimes, 

I would say, up until 1971, he even made me a proposition to 
buy shares in oil companies. I have all the letters.. He 
said "Willem, I-am doing this, you buy some, put some money 
in oil company and you can make a lot of money." I mean I 
have that kind of relationship with him. He played very 
coy, Mrs. Burke, after the assassination, but this- was 
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the lawyer of Mr. de Mohrenschildt told me in Dallas recently 
while this whole thing was going on, that Mr. and Mrs. de 
Mohrenschildt had not been bruthfulswithlthem, their lawyer, 

i 

about tha assassination,, because he said they apparently have 
much more funds than he ever suspected. 

He said to me on the record, I quote him, "Suddenly 
they buy both two new cars. I don't know where they got 
the money from. They have no money to pay me so I don't 
know what was going in." 

I quote Mr. Pat Russell saying to me he has been 
less than truthful to me about his financial situation. 

Mrs. Burke. How long were Mr. de Mohrenschildt and 
his wife separated? ' 

Mr. Oltmans. Officially three years, but they had 
three little Chihuahuas and the dogs brought them 
together each time, you know. That was a crazy household. 

Mrs. Burke. She didn't live at Bishop College in 
tha^ place'? _ • 

. Mr. Oltmans. No, ma'am, no- ,he would commute by 

car, 

Mrs. Burke. Was she iiving in California or some¬ 
where? . 

Mr. Oltmans. -She lived in Dallas alone and he 
lived in an apartment at Bishop College and then now after 
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Mrs. Burke. While he was in Brussels with you, did he 
make any calls besides his sister in the United States—I 
am sorry, his daughter in the United States? 

. Mr A . Oltmans. No. ma'am, he made that call from the 
Waldorf Astoria in New York. 

Mrs. Burke. Oh, I see. 

Mr. Oltmans. He did not make any calls to anyone, , 

I was with him all the time. He went for a walk in Amsterdam 
onoFriday afternoon the 4th of March, while I went to my gym 
and was ready to have a sauna and have some exercise and 
I met him after one and a half hours art the arranged place' 
and he came back, so.I did not expect vhim to run away after 
the walk in Brussels, you can have a walk in Amsterdam and 
can't have one in Brusselis. 

Mrs. Burke. Did you call back to the United States 
.to ndtifyfy anyone he was in Brussels? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mrs. Burke. . Who did you call? 

Mr. Oltmans. I had telephone conversation with 
Mr. Tanenbaum, reported it to him as quickly as possible 
and to Mr. Richard E. Sprague. 

Mrs. Burke. I see. 

Mr.Oltmans. No media, no nothing. I did inform the 



television station. We informed the Ambassador McClusky 
at the U.-S. Embassy in The Hague. I got one call one 
evening from r-a'pmano in Brussels asking for his possessions. 
I said I did not know who he was.. I said if Mr. de Mohren- 
schildt wanted his possessions, he should call or come, 
himself. .. . 

. Mrs. Burke. The person who asked for his possessions, 
did not identify"himself. 

Mr.Oltmans. ■ Yes, his name was Mr.— 

Mrs. Burke, Do you have it here?. 

Mr.Oltmans. i think It I have it somewhere. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. GentA.* 

Mr. Oltmans. GentaS.;- Thank you very much, counsel. 

Mrs. Burke'. Did he say he was assisting Mr. de Mohren- 
schildt in getting back to the United States? 

Mr. Oltmans. He went further, he said George did go 
to the United States. So I reported it back to Ambassador 
McClusky through David Gillespie, his press officer, so they 
put him off the missing personnls'list because they, thought 
he had come back to the United States, wwhefe heshhsosrj 
been inrbetween, Mrs. Burke, I do not know.- .* 

Mrs. Burke. When-was that, what day was that? 

Mr. Oltmans. What day? 

Mrs. Burke. That you'received a call for his possessio 
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in the evening at 11 o'clock. 


Mrs. Burke. I see. So it was before that time that 
you called back to the United States and indicated he was in 
Brussells after he left and you were advised he had left 
Brussels a-nd come to the United States and you took his name 
off the list of missing persons? ' 

Mr. Oltmans. The American Embassy did. 

Mrs. Burke. Pardon me? 

Mr. Oltmans. The American Embassy took his name off. 

Mrs. Burke. The American Embassy took his name off 
the list. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mrs. Burke, did you then call back to the United 
States to this Committee or someone else? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mrs*.Burke. To say he was in the United States? 

Mr.Oltmans. I think I did. 

Mrs. Burke. I see. Do you know whether or not Mr. 

de Mohrenschildt was negotiating from Brussels with other 

people possibly about his work? 

« • 

Mr. Oltmans. I am very' sorry, Mrs;- Burke, .1 have no 
knowledge whatsoever. It was a total zero until the call 
came last week he w<^ in Palm Beach with his daughter and 
the call came back. I thought for an investigative 
reporter, it was rather clever to send the car to Houston 
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^ so . .2-' c QuJ-^l_Qheck__through—his"cax^Wh'eriever hie come back and 
as a matter of fact, that is how X got you on his trail in 
Palm Beach. 


Mrs. Burke. I see. 

Mr. Oltmans. I tried to set this trap up, you see. 

Mrs. Burke. I would like—one other thing. I would 
like to ask you about, you describedv.theiincideht this morn¬ 
ing when you attempted to talk to then Senator Kennedy. 

i * 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, ma'am. 

Mrs. Burke. And that you had an appointment with him 
next day. . 
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Mr. Oltmans. With his press officer. 

Mrs. Burke. Did you discuss this with Mr-, de Mohren- 
schildt after this happened? 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, yes. This was ah^^?ing_/ part of 
the whole story.i I would gradually, each time, I would say, 
George, you know, I like you very much but I still think 
you have something to do with it, and he played with it. 

I said, ..we still suspect you. I did it. I discussed 
it with the Dutch Television because I was- becoming^ 
very closely, immediately behind him and CBS Television 
asked me two weeks ago why didn't you go to the 
nearest police station. I said maybe you do as a journalist, 
but I run to. my nearest television. I was trying to get him 
to Holland to television camera, not to police station. 
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and heHsai d, he 
had waited for me to come back to Dallas to tell the story. 

"I waited for you. I only tell you." 

Mrs. Burke. Now, after Senator Kennedy was assassinated, 
did you have any occasion to discuss that with Mr. de Mohren- 
schildt? ~- 

Mr. Oltmans. Ma'am, we talked since 1968 very often about] 
nothing else for hours. At night-’;sometimes a lawyer would 
join us. It struck me after '73, he would not even discuss 
it any more without Mr. Russell being there. That is how I 
got to know Mr. Russell. 

Mrs. Burke. I see. After 1973. 

Mr.. Oltmans. Maybe '73 I could pick up '74. I have 
.the date exact. 

Mrs. Burke. Now, let me get this clear. I am not talk¬ 
ing ±>out President Kennedy, but every discussion with him. 

Mr. Oltmans. Robert Kennedy? Never t 

Mrs. Burke. You didnot discuss him with him at all? 

.-Mr. Oltmans. No,, never. 

Mrs. Burke. Also getting back to Loren Hall. 

And the meeting he described and your going to his— 

Mr. Oltmans. Hideout in California. 

Mrs. Burke. His hideout, it is in. California, is 
that right?' 

Mr.Oltmans. Yes,, ma'am. It was at that time. 
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this meeting took.place in Mr. Logue's office? 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, Mrs. Burke, the film where,he says 
it-is in Mr. Tanenbaum's possession, I don't know. 

Mrs. Burke. All right, what I am trying to get,'but 
he said specifically it was before the death of President 
Kennedy. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, of course. 

Mrs. Burke. He' did say that. 

Mr. Oltmans.. Oh, yes, ma'am. Yes, yes, yes and there 
were five or six people around the table in Lester 
Logue's office and I would say who and he would say one was 
a trucking executive, and some—they are people I know 
exactly who were there. He said this on television and 
there were other people,and made this offer to me, and 
Lester Logue,made this offer to me and said he did .not 
think it was proper being made this offer in his office. 

And. then de Mohrenschildt and Lester Logue were close 
friends. 

They worked together, trading oil in Batista, Cuba 
before Castro came to power. So how does this .tie in? 

That is for the Committee to—that is a job? for a. 

Committee, not. for a lone reporter. 

Mrs. Burke. I have no further questions, thank you 
very much. 
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2 Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, I have to apologize. 

^ Unfortunately I have to leave. I wonder if I might ask just 

4 one more question relating to the other ones and I am not 

5 • witch-hunting here. I have a problem again with the vendetta:'. 

6 of Mr. de-Mohrenschildt. I have wondered, you have expressed 

7 many times his concern, his worry, his feeling fpr his 

8 daughter. 

9 Mr. Oltmans. Yes, Mr. McKinney. 

10 Mr. McKinney. You know the man rather intimately? 

.1.1 ‘Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

12 Mr. McKinney. Although he evidently evaded answering 

13 a great many questions. 

14 Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

-15 Mr. McKinney. it seem probable to you, if he really 

16 had that great concern for his daughter, if he were a military 

17 man as you say,he would literally blow his brains out in his 

18 daughter's own home—wouldn't, he want to rent a car and drive 

19 out into the middle of the state and do it? 

20 Mr. Oltmans.- Again, sir, I .have' no— 

' . . . ■ ' ‘ i ' | 

2 ] Mr. McKinney. Again, it is just your opinion—it ; 

22 does mt \seem logical, if lo were concerned about my. childy ; .*r- , 

23 I would kill myself in-my child's house and put her through 

2 4 all of that awful thing. . 

Mr. Oltmans. He was in. a state of great confusion 
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things.- That'-is why I treaded so carefully. 

Now, he said he wanted it. He said he did not 
want it. Now, he must have been hit by the approach of the 

i 

Assassination Committee, by an investigating man saying, we 

•vfif 

want to - talk to - you. That could have caused some—-I would 
imagine that that has caused a very grave conflict in his mind 
and that he did what he has threatened to do all along. 

I cannot comment. I have no idea what to say responsively 
on this very good argument of yours, that it sounds very 
strange that, if he has so much love for his daughter, 
that he does it on her carpet. I could not.agree more, 
sir, I haven't given it that thought yet but I would not 
know what to. say about it. 

Mr. McKinney. Thank you very much. 

My•apologies, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, if I may, I have one 
question, one additional question. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Preyer. You have been very patient, Mr .Dodd. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Oh, I am sorry. I respectfully yield. 

Mr. Dodd. No, go ahead. I arrived late, anyway. 

Mr. Fauntroy.. I: forgot that you were here. 

Mr. Dodd. All right* 

Mr. Oltmans, I wonder if you could tell me categorically, 



vwk 








:-^-as-^o€—■today-,—'whether— or^not-you^liave^‘any^c'0'n%racts 'or^any 
kind of arrangement, agreement of any manner, shape or form, 
financially with any entity, with any company in this coun¬ 
try or in Holland, as to any rights with regard to statements 
by Mr. de Mohrenschildt or any documents he has, letters, 
any sort of financial arrangement where you intend to take 
advantage of your relationship with this gentleman? 

Mr. Oltmans. Even with the Dutch Television, I have 
no standing contract, they leave me entirely free* They 
confirmed this morning by phone several times, I am entirely 
free to do what I want except I have one moral obligation 
which is a little bit in writing in vague terms with Dutch 
Television]';that if I. would write a book about my relationship 
with de Mohrenschildt, that they feel they were entitled to 
30 percent of the profits—how do you call it? 

Because Ihhave-vra-isolma.de many trips to de Mohrenschildt 
myself for my lecture tours so they have no resourceon that 
money, but they did pay great sums of money to. follow this 
up and stay in contact with.Mr. de Mohrenschildt over the 
years. It is expensive to go from Holland to Dallas, 
back and forth, so they feel, if I ever write a book, they 
should have 30 percent of it, and I thought that 
reasonable and'I signed- that letter of agreement. It is 


not really a contract. That is the only thing I have at 


this moment in words. 
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de Mohrenschildt's death? 


Mr. 


Mr. Oltmans. Yes, very much so. They u did t n o t ;evenoknow 
that hi was in Minnesota with the Pilsbury people. I did" not 
; know until yesterday morning the headlines in the Dutch 
paper read~'that I was missing. They were saying on the. 

Dutch television and radio that I had been ."bummped off/" 
after de Mohrenschildt. People are really making stories 
like crazy. 

Mr. Dodd. What I am getting at— 

Mr. Oltmans. I did not know it until yesterday morning. 

Mr. Dodd. In the. last couple o-f days? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, constantly. I have been flooded and 
I have said to everybody, very interesting, very nice, I love 
to talk, to you but I am first going the Committee. 

I apologize, Mr. Tanenbaum, that I did fall for that 
ABC "Good Morning" show. It was offered first as under 
jembargo until 10 o'clock. And I said, yes, then when I asked 
what they mean. Embargo, they said well, that is very 
difficult to do.,' 

Anyway, that is the only thing that I did. .I.have 
nothing with nobody and I did not ask money from ABC for 
that interview,, nor for'CBS two weeks ago. , 

Mr. Dodd. In what language did you.communicate with 
Mr. de Mohrenschildt, was it Dutch? 
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2 

family also from Russian nobility and apparently"he' was. very 

2 

much aware of my own ancester related to his. 

• ^ — -•—You-see, it was I came so close, Mr. de Mohrenschildt' i.O 

5 had to do with , ‘Povlaskif.; which is Polish-mobility and my 

6 mother's mother Polish Count and she was related. They 

7 took me in because I was socially more or less placed on 

8 the level of de Mohrenschildt. 

9 Mr. Dodd. So, Mr. de Mohrenschildt was, sort of took 

pride in his ancestry. . 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, yes. 

12 . Mr. Dodd. Viewed himself.as. sort of anobleman. in exile? 

13 Mr.Oltmans. Yes, but he had a very beatnick streak, you 

14 see, he had a very "hip” approach to that whole thing. 

15 He would recognize a man who was really of blue blood but 

16 he would not go for all the phony— 

.17 Mr. Dodd. Was he close, do you know to— 

18 Mr. Oltmans. Jacqueline Kennedy. 

19 Mr. Dodd. —Stanislas Radziwell. 

20 Mr. Oltmans. " Yes, he knew all of those well.. Jacqueline 

21 Kennedy sat~~6n his'knee when she was a little girl. 

22 Mr. Dodd. In.the Warren Commission report. 

23 Mr.Oltmans. Yes,'in the letter exchange Jacqueline 
.24 and de Mohrenschildt written in. France to the mother of 

Jacqueline Kennedy to express condolences in one report. 
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, , JUrr-Doddr^Well, Jiow _do -y-u^explain x a^man^whd - tra vels 
in the jet set of international social circles., ending up 
having a close, warm personal relationship with a guy with 
a 10th or 11th grade education? 

Mr. Oltmans. That is why the Warren Commission was 
so suspicious of him. And they said he went with the Soviet 


Kol 7 

Colonel or the-RussianoColonel Orloff to see who is 

Kol 8 

Oswald who is this Oswald. What is going on here. Why 

9 

want Oswald so badly? He went to look for Oswald. 

10 

Mr. Dodd. Hde Mohrenschildt did? 

.11 

• . s 

Mr .Oltmans. Yes, he and his wife combined, I have a 

CD A -C 12 

mutual interview in CBS, interview, nine hours which Mr. 

BS? 13 

•Tanenbaum has at his disposal. • 

. 14 

Mr. Dodd. They sought out— 

• 15 

Mr. Oltmans. On tape interview in the world, they 

16 

together tell the story, if you want the other tapes, send 

.17 

Cable today, they will immediately be submitted by Dutch 

.18 

. Television. 

19 

Mr.Dodd. He sought out—they sought out Oswald? 

• 20 

Mr. Oltmans.' Yes, de Mohrenschildt alone with his friend 

,21 

Orloff. 

22 

Mr. Dodd. At whose instructions? 

. 23 

Mr. Oltmans. Now,'-he indicated after the 23rd of 

.24 

February that he had very close ties with Hint, H. L. Hunt. 

25 

He flatly, he did not say it because that is the kind of 
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Mr. Dodd. But he gave you the impression of H. L. 

Hunt. 

Mr. Oltmans. Very strong impression. 

> 

Mr. Dodd. Told him to look for LeerHarveylOswald? 

Mr, Oltmans. No, not that. I did not listenn enough. 

Mr. Dodd. O.K. My question was who gave de Mohrenschild-tj 
instructions to seek out Oswald? 

Oltmans. Sir, knowing de Mohrenschildt, nobody 
gave de Mohrenschildt instructions. It'.was between inter- 
parties, it was de Mohrenschildt talked to Hunt like he 
would talk to—I think that relationship for 20 'years was 
de Mohrenschildt would not take orders from anybody, 
they were colleagues on equal level. 

Mr. Dodd. Excuse me. Maybe I am not making myself 
clear. 

Mr. Oltmans. O.K. 

Mr. Dodd. You have known de Mohrenschildt since 1968? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr, Dodd.•How long did de Mohrenschildt know Oswald— 
when did he .meet. Oswald? 

Mr. Oltmans. It is On the tape, Mr.Tanenbaum has the 
exact date. I think it was around 1961. 

Mr. Dodd. Around 1961? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 
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ikii > , .. -- Mr-,—Doddv How"did they meet. 

>2 

Mr. Oltmans. By press, de Mohrenschildt heard Oswald 

3 , ' t ■ 

existed, having returned from—he tells a very funny story, 

14 , 

that Oswald was in Minsk, he was born in Minsk, so he wanted 

^ 5 ' ■ 

^ to see Oswald m order to hear how the parks in Minsk looked 
J^ since 1921.. 

^ Mr. Dodd. So he sought him out? 

8 

Mr. Oltmans. He sought him out to hear whether the 
9 

streets had been enlarged and whether was was a new market, 

10 ' and whether this and that—- 

H Mr. Dodd.'. That is the reason he told you that the 

12 relationship developed, 

13 Mr. Oltmans, On. the tape, on the tape, with his wife. 

1 4 Mr. Dodd. Has your relationship with this, with 

15 the assassination of President Kennedy, has it stemmed from 

15 anything other than your relationship with Mr. de- Mohrenschildl 
.•17 Mr. Oltmans. Very much so. If you can phrase it a 

..18 relationship with the Kennedy assassination. I met Mrs. Os- 

19 wald in 1964, that is why I started to become a tiny little 

20 bit suspicious of the Warren report. I decided to check a 

-21 few things out,then in four years I hit de Mohrenschildt and 

22 I that is where it really started so in early 1968 I really 


started to take an interest. 

Mr. Dodd. In your candid discussions with Mr. de 
Mohrenschildt over the ten years you knew him, did he ever 
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family, disparaging remarks, that he disliked him, that he 
liked them or thought they were— 

Mr. Oltmans. I am very glad you asked that, because 
he always said he liked him,, until now, until the 
23rd of February he goes 180° and says"Oswald and I com¬ 
pletely agreed that they were"—he used a four-letter word, 
"and that they symbolized a society that was doing down 
the drain," and so forth. 

Mr. Dodd. But prior to— 

; Mr. Oltmans. Always the same, story as the Warren Com¬ 
mission, he loved them, Oswald loved Kennedy, he always told 
me, he tells me on tape that Oswald loved Kennedy’ and 
could have never shot at Kennedy. 

After the 23rd of February, I am glad you do this, 
because after the 23rd of February what was one very 
great shock to me was that he made a complete 180° different 
story now and that his letters to me backed that up, because 
you should read some of the things that Mr. Oswald— 

Mr. de Mohrenschildt wrote to me over the ten years about 
America, about Nixon, about Florida, about what, was going 
on in this country., He hated this country. 

Mr. Dodd. Would you have any objection to turning over 

to this Committee—; 

Mr. Oltmans. No, no# no. 


I 

i 

| 

I 


I 


i 
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Mr. Oltmans. No. I h^ve not. I am prepared to coop¬ 
erate as fully as possible. I wish I could give you more 
clues, but I stick to what IC have. 

t t 

Mr. Dodd. Did Mr. de Mihrenschildt maintain any rela- 
tionship with the Kennedy .family^— 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. —after the assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. Was he contacting them socially? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. He visited the Auchincloss 
family in Washington several times-. 

.Mr. Dodd. So there was— 

Mr. Oltmans. Even after the assassination, yes, Mr. 
Dodd, I know that. 

Mr. Dodd. Did Mr. de Mohrenschildt mention to you last 
time you spoke with him on February 23— 

Mr. Oltmans. Was March 5 in Brussels, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. March 5 in Brussels, to what extent did 
he discuss with you the existence of this Committee and 
the possibility of a continuing investigation of the 
Kennedy assassination.. 

Mr. Oltmans. Weil, I have talked to him., I have 
told him, if you make this story, you\.will:.beccalled''be'fore 
the Committee and he sort of accepted that,hoHe never 
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and I have given, those to Mr. Tanenbaum. 


Mr. Dodd. May I address counsel. Do we have the 
names that Mr. Oltmans has referred to? 

Mr. Oltmans. I have given the names to whom he spoke 
in Holland> .jthere is a lawyer in Dallas who is married to a 
Russian princess, he is very close with de Mohrenschildt until 
now, until the very end. I have suggested to Mr. Tanenbaum 
again I failed in getting the name because I did not want 
to press him too much. But I think there might be only one 
lawyer in Fort Worth with a Russian Princess wife, so very 
easy to locate that person and I think he should be heard. 

Mr. Dodd. But my point of view it appeared from 
interview this morning— 


Mr. Oltmans. Oh,no. CIA. 

Mr. Dodd. Let me finish my question. . 

Mr. Oltmans. Sorry. 

Mr. Dodd. In response to the question with regard to 
people who would have been involved as I understand, the 
question in the assassination of President Kennedy, the. 
specific question asked whether J. Edgar Hoover .was involved, 
your response to that was "No." 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes,, sir. / ■ '< 

Mr.. Dodd. But you also’ said at that time, "I do know 
some other names." 


Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 




whether or not those other names, I presume that when you 
were responding to that question, you were responding to 
the question of whether there were other people directly 
involved in the assassination of President Kennedy and you 
gave the in4ication here you did have Other names specifically 
involved in the assassination of President Kennedy, not just 
people who are related or knew each other? . 

Mr. Oltmans. Then that is a mistake. It is an old 
story but I have not gotten that exactly. 

Mr. Dodd. So you do not know other names of people 
who are directly involved in the assassination. 

Mr. Oltmans. When that is the question, no, I have 

one. 

Mr. Dodd. O.K.. 

Mr. Oltmans. I have one only, that photograph of that 
Cuban who I Have not been able to corroborate or whatever 
you call it, in English. I have given the picture to Mr. 
Tanenbaum, that is one Emilio Santana, that is a name for 
a Cuban that we think in our investigation was involved with 
the shooting of President Kennedy.. I have not been able to, 

I have been busy in Miami, to : try,/to, locate,!-hintTwo 
journalists of the Miami Herald or Daily News, one of 
the two, Mr. Tanenbaum has the names—they are for this 
peson. There are of course a few names but I would not go 
off on television and say withint this first’having been 
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Mr. Dodd. Are you aware of any affiliations, political 
affiliations, radical groups, at one time or another that 
Mr. de Mohrenschildt may have had? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, sir, he was driving with a McGovern 
sticker on his car, but views he expressed were.to the 
extreme right, so I watched all these things over the 

year , •'his-playing the Leftist radical"gameV’while'I believe 
from what I really heard between the lines,- that he was 
extremely right,, rather than extremely left as he posed* 

Mr. Dodd. Would you describe him as an extremist? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, but he could be extreme and very 
outrageous in ftis opinions , that is why so many'.people 
hated him in Dallas. He would say outrageous things and 

•* i * • . . 

would not care who it was. 

Mr. Dodd. Political things. 

Mr. Oltmans. Also political and expressed them in 
writing to me in dozens and dozens of things, I will, gladly 
photocopy. 

Mr. Dodd. Well, these things he said politically to 
the best of your recollection? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 





5 


Mr.-. . Oltmans:. Oh, no,no, no, no, no. 


4 


Mr. Dodd. Did he attack the Government? 


5 Mr. Oltmans. No, he was a great factor for rise'of the 

6 blacks, Puerto Ricans especially, he suffered terribly what 

7 was happening, that is why he went to Bishop College to 

8 teach there, he felt it very unjust. He gave me pictures 

9 of himself surrounded by little children,he would even go 
2 _q to children's classes, black children, and teach French 
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to them and I have pictures of this in Dutch Television.■ 

Mr. Dodd. I am finding this a little incongruous. 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, yes, but the man was incongruous from 
A to Z. • 

Mr. Dodd. He demonstrated this to you? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, no, there was consistencies in his 
political views but he. had this extreme, like going and shoot¬ 
ing himself, you see this man is capable of going from 
one extreme to the other. 

Mr. Dodd. Do you have any background in training psy- 
■ chology? . , ' 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, I have not only interviewed Killers 
and Rogers, they are in my. book-, Volume I. of "Limits to 
Growth.". I have studied very carefully-/ before I met this 
General Rogers, a lot of people. 
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bit. 

Mr. Dodd. Psychiatry or anything? 

Mr. Oltmans. I am not totally unaware. 

Mr. Dodd. You are describing a man to me, based on 
what ■_ I. have^heard you say this morning, that demonstrated 
some appearances of schitzophrenia. 
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Mr: Oltmans. Certainly, certainly. . These people don't 
grow in this country this way like Mr. de Mohrenschildt He 
was a man loaded with Old World Background. I must tell 
you that I made entries in my diary,- when I saw him walk in 
Amsterdam, that I made entries saying to me, how was it 
possible, after this man went through, he walked straight, 
he has been in electric shock in mental institution, he 
has has been followed all over,and he still had this—when 
he walked into a room, there comes a nobleman, it is abso¬ 
lutely fantastic.. 

Mr. Dodd.. Well, you.said.in your.interview this morning 
despite the fact,that he had gone through a variety of psychia 
ric treatments— 

Mr.. Oltmans. for five weeks only,, that is not so 
much in 65 years. 

Mr. Dodd. No, but you are describing to iWfe a man in 
your previous relationship with him, even’ though, he did rot 
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: ,;h‘ave , th~e, tr^^nt^^jdemon s^bratid^an-instabr-lity""1 n^h'is 
views, in his social mores. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, he was very artistic^ yes, I knew 
him after the assassination, I knew him aftet 1968. Who 
and how he was before then, when he was walking in line 
with the oil companies and having a good reputation going to 
all the social things. 

Mr. Dodd. He is also the same fellow who has a Mc- 
. Govern sticker on his car? 

Mr. Oltmans. After 1968, right. 

Mr. Dodd. But extremely right-wing views. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, to me he was very—but very often 
you see, that extreme right and extreme left politics 
are also closer together sometimes—it is amazing that some 
of the ultra-conservative parties in The Netherlands some- 

/■. . I 

times come to the point of view you find in the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Dodd. I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for a long 
. time. ■: 

MfSi ; 'Burk^^ vc '•Sosimply ihave two more questions. 

You mentioned 1964 you met Mrs. Oswald, the mother 
of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes,?::!'/ 

Mrs. "BurkeCv- And she said some' things-which caused 
you to question the.Warren Commission. 
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""'“’Mr. Oltmans. Very much so. 
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Mrs!' Burke; . Would you care to state them. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. She said now,Willem, my son was 
questioned for 48 hours by the Dallas police. There' is no 
record of the accused assassin of the President of the United 
States, of that 48 hours of questioning. 

So X said, but how can——she said, well, the Warren 
Commission asked, did you make a record? 

No, sir. 

Did you have tape recorder? • 

The reply was from Curry, the Chief of Police, we don't' 
have a tape recorder in the Dallas Police Headquarters. 

Nobody asked, don't you think the accused'." 1 assassin;‘of 
the President of the United States important enough to 
borrow a tape recorder to have 48 hours of questioning of 
Oswald on tape? 

They did not do any of it, Mrs. Oswald said to me. It 
is-extremely suspicious that he was questioned for 4 8 hours 
and there is no record of it. 

So, I checked that with the Chief of Police of 
Dallas, with Jesse Curry, I think.it was- and he confirmed 
it, and X checked another one, he started to say, hey, there, 
is something, that was the very first time of the beginning, 
my saying, maybe she says something which is true. 

Mrs. "Burkei * All right. 
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schildt on February 23, you were struck by the drastic change 
in his countenance. 

Mr. Oltmans. Completely different man. 

Mrs. Burke,.- All right. You mention that on the flight 
from Houston to New York— 

Mr. Oltmans. He relaxed. 

Mrs.-Burke. • ..•—it changed him. 

Mr* Oltmans., He relaxed and started to see the old 
George. Then got up to Holland, he was petrified again. 

He did not want to leave the plane in Amsterdam— thought he 
didnot have a ticket back, which was an incident I mentioned 
to Mr. Tanenbaum but he. became much more .relaxed once again. 

Mrs. Burke. 'Thank-you. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mrs. Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. I just have one other question. Did you 
discuss Watergate with Mr. de Mohrenschildt? 

Mr. Oltmans. The Watergate? 

Mrs. Burke. Yes. . 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, yes, even in letters, I have that. 

Mrs. Burke. Did he ever say he knew any of the people 
like Howard Hunt or any of the names? 

Mr. Oltmans. X do not think so but I am not 100 
percent sure. 

Let me say, no, but if it is there, it is in the letters 
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> ' ' r .. i : f lHrs.l..Burke.~ When^di'd his association in the top 
society of Dallas stop? 

Mr. Oltmans. It tapered off after the Kennedy assassina¬ 
tion became known, was discussed and was on television, the 

Dallas people turned their'backs on him. 

• .... , 

Mrs. Burke. After the assassination? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

Mrs. Sutke. I see. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Stokes. 

The Chairman. Thank you> f Mr. Chairman. 

Just a couple of additional questions. 

During your testimony here earlier today, you indicated 
Mr. de Mohrenschildt had some connection with the 
State Department. Do you recall that? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

The Chairman. Would you be good enough to tell us what 
his connection was with the State Department. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, he apparently worked for the State 
, Department during the war. Now,. I have checked that, .there 
is some details of that, in the Warren report.. But he told me 
very recently in that connection when I got on that track 
again, he said "Willem, I was even arrested during the war 
in'the. Southern:: United States, for spying, and all I. was 


doing was making a painting." 
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,.:'—L-Now, to-my recollection, he does not paint as much as 

maybe you and I do. I mean, I am not a painter. I never 
saw a painting of his in his house anywhere.. He never told 
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me he had a painting. But he said, "See, I was arrested 
in the South during the war for spying because I was painting, 
and they thought I was making a military installation." 
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He apparently was on anointelligence mission all from 
what I can gather, all!*those ten years. I would appreciate 
if the Committee looked into that man in Houston that my 
friends in Houston have reason to believe,they find him a 
very strange man, that I gave you the name of the man from 
the drilling company. I think I mentioned that it must be 
in the record, who took .George de Mohrenschi'ldt's car, this 

• . i 

man, according to my friend David Russell, never wanted to 
be seen. So all was done by telephone. Russell had to 
put the car in parking lot somewhere in Dallas and he had to 
put the keys of the car of George de Mohrenschildt in 
envelope under a door somewhere, else, and David told me last 
night on the phone—Dave,.,I found that very "creepy," this 
man,who is this man. Did I give you that—do you have it? 

Do I have to look it up? You can. get the story straight. 
Sawage, Jim Savvage of the Transcontinental Drilling, Com¬ 
pany. Now what does George de Mohrenschildt, on earth, 
have to do with an employee of that company in Houston and 
why did the keys have to go under the door in an.envelope 
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de Mohrenschildt made him sign a statement in the Holiday 
Inn in the Houston airport that he was responsible for the 
car and that he would return it when asked to return it, and 
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there is a letter written, written agreement on that, too. 

The Chairman. Is that as much now as you can tell us 
about his relationship with the State Department? 

Mr. Oltmans. He had—yes, I would like to leave it at 
that, because, if you want, I would have to be very precise 
and this is something I recollect from the last week but he 
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has spoken about that over the ten years to me, yes I 


12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


could find it though but in the Warren report, it is 
stated that he was working for the State Department Intelli¬ 
gence, the word "Intelligence" is used. 

The Chairman. Let me. ask you this, you also mentioned 
in your earlier testimony, something- about the letters of 
Oswald to H;L. Hunt. Do I quote you correctly? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

The Chairman. Can you tell us specifically what you know 
about letters from Oswald to H. L. Hunt? 

Mr. Oltmans. I saw a text of a letter from Oswald to H. 

L.Hunt, released by the FBI in Dallas .or Jiouston paper at 
the time I was traveling with him and so I pointed at it 
and said now here, why does this guy Oswald write to H. L. 
Hunt, the richest guy in Texas, and Georgy said, it is very 
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’ fun n y.; l__asked_ that, questiori-and-1 ‘toldi'ybu"'before, he 


said, well Hunt and I were friends for 20 years. I 
went to every party Hunt gave. I was very close with Hunt. 
I said that is where the money came from? So Oswald.was 
getting rich id v.v, \f:i v.- rich.’ 
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And then he made this joke,"He wasn't long enough 
around to get the money.” See. He was talking in circles to 
me after he made the confession even in Bishop College it was 
very, very difficult to get a guy like that to talk. It 
needed very special handling of this man, he was very glib, 
very like an eel. 

The Chairman.. You say you saw that letter, 1 isthat...it? 

Mr. Oltmans. It was in the paper that was published, 
published in all the papers in the United States. 

:The Chairman. I see. ■■■■_. ' 

Mr. Oltmans. I have the clipping, yes. 

The Chairman. You are not sure whether the letter said 
"Dear H. L. Hunt," or "Mr. Hunt"? 

• IteioOltmansav.tltforgot - :about thatUlvIt. is avaijablecin ' 
theopdblic record. 

The Chairman. Let me ask you this, Mr. Chairman. I 
-just have two more questions. 

In your testimony this morning over at ABC Television, 
you made this further statement, well, in my investigation, 

I got hold of one picture of a Cuban which I will submit 
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be part of the Kennedy assassination. He was a Cuban who 
took first part in the Bay arid now is ’rounded up'in-part i': ;■., 
of the Kennedy assassination. Did you say that this morning? 

Mr. Oltmans. I cannot even understand exactly what 

you now just read. He said what? 

• . 

The Chairman. Well, the question was, maybe this will 
refresh your recollection: 

"Question. Mr. Oltmans, just briefly from what you know 
from Mr. de Mohrenschildt, where are the killers of President 
Kennedy today?" 

Mr*; “Oltmans. Yes. 

The Chairman. You then said in your answer, "Well, in 
my investigation, X got hold of one picture of a Cuban which 
I will submit to.the Committee who is not employed and 
who is supposed to be a part in the Kennedy assassination, 
he was a Cuban who took first part in the Bay and now was 
rounded up in part of the Kennedy assassination." 

Mr. Oltmans. I didnlt say that at all.. 

. The Chairman. You did not say that? ; 

Mr.. Oltmans. I don't recognize these words,, that is 
not a correct transcript. 

The Chairman. Did you say something on that program 
this morning about— 

Mr. Oltmans. I did, maybe, yes, maybe I did. 

The Chairman. —about a Cuban being involved among the 
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Mr. Oltmans. I said something about it but this record 
does not sound like it. 

The Chairman. Well, do you have with you a. photograph 
to turn over to our Committee? 

Mr. Tanenbaum. May we have that marked as Committee 

r 

Exhibit No. 1 with today's date, please, by the stenographer. 

( The photograph was marked Committee Exhibit No. 1, 
April 1,1977.) 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Oltmans, will you be able to leave 

that? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. - 

Mr. Preyer. It will be marked as Committee Exhibit 1 and 
will be submitted to the record. 

Thank you, sir. 

The Chairman. Now, sir, with reference to the photograph 
which has been properly identified and marked as Committee 
Exhibit No.. 1. What can you tell us about the individual 
whose photograph appears there? 

Mr. Oltmans. This is the only time, sir, that I would 
like to be excused from answering that question. 

The Chairman.. Mr. Oltmans, let me ask you again, from 
the question and answer that I posed to you a- few moments ago, 
you have absolutely no recollection that you were 
asked this question? 


\ 








The Chairman. — this morning.- 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir, but the wording I am talking 
about. The last sentence that you .used there doesnot sound 
like me. 

The Chairman. All right.' 

i . 

Would you then, to the best of your recollection, 
tell us what you said on-television this morning, when you 
were asked this question, Mr. Oltmans, just briefly from 
what you know from Mr. de Mohrenschildt, where are the killers 
of President Kennedy today? 

Would you tell us your best recollection of what you 
aid on television this morning? 

Mr.Oltmans.. That I am in the possession of a picture of 
a Cuban who according to our investigation—and I am now fall¬ 
ing back on NOS^Dutch-'Television—was involved in the 'Ambush 
in Dealey Plaza of the cross-fire of the killing of President 
Kennedy, this man, and that according to our information 
he is now in Florida. I don't think I' said on television, 
what I said was reporters here for the Miami Herald 
are looking for,, and so forth. I don't think I said 
any more but if I did— 

The Chairman. Do you know this man's name? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, Emilio Santana. But I also said 
here, I think on television here, I am losing track a little 
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> j;, , t ; bit, i that since I , could -corroborate f check it, I have 

\ 

2 . - 

two people working on it because I could not spend more time 

■\ . ’ 

0 in Miami, but I delegated it to local reporters with the 

4 Miami News, I think it was, and I gave Mr. Tanenbaum the 

* 

5 details, and I can't—I say, yes,.I have this picture, 

6 this man is suspected but I can't do anything more on- that. 


I hope the Committee will step into that. 
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fact 


that the Panorama television people are still waiting for you, 
and that they in fact have an automobile and a driver waiting 
to take .you to their program? 

Mr. Oltmans. That is very kind of them, and I would 
like to cooperate with them, but I will leave here not one 


minute earlier than you people decide, than-, your-'committee 
decides. 


I am completely at your disposal. I told them that I 
was testifying here, that I wasn't master of my own time. 

There is another day tomorrow. 

. * v 

I am not in a hurry to go on.,Panorama. I have never 
heard- of Panorama.' I don't care at all to go on Panorama. 

They were chasing me, and I tried to be nice. But forget it. 

The Chairman.. I understand. I appreciate very much 
the fact that you are making yourself available to- us. You, 
however, do intend to accommodate them, assuming that we let 
you go shortly? 

.. Mr.. Oltmans- If they are interested, and if that can 
be worked out., I have no objection of having a brief interview 
.on. Panorama, whatever that is. 

The Chairman. And I understand further that on that 
program you will probably be 'interviewed by Mr. Mankiewitz 
for the purpose of having'Mr. Cronkite present your testimony 
this evening. 





KG I e relicts uupy , ur a U ^ W» y *»•*-»/ 


^J- i : t; ^^d^Mr^^aiiunans-.-^I^know 1 nb€fen'a i abOAyt^lt..i:.iSilik: 


i 


127 


I^know nothing 


about it. Mankiewitz, I know, because he works with 
NOS Dutch Television. Mankiewitz and my NOS people work very 
closely. Mankiewitz is a special commentator for Dutch 
television on the American political scene in Washington. 

Apparently NOS people are pushing this because they 
know me for 25 years. They are backing me in this thing, so 
I guess there is some cooking-up,being done behind. I know 
nothing about it. This is the first time I hear. 

The Chairman.. All right. I assume that you would have 
no objection to the committee releasing publicly any questions 
they have posed to you and any answers you have given me 
relative to your TV appearance? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, but actually, relative to my TV 
appearance, because actually I have asked the committee before 
I went in here, my Dutch television people instructed me that 
if I go public in your committee, that they cannot make an 
arrangement with an American magazine to sell the exclusive 


story. 


The Chairman. No, I understand that. 

Mr. Oltmans-. I see-. 

The Chairman- We are going to — 

Mr. Oltmans. Secret, yes. 

The Chairman- We granted executive session for those 


reasons. 
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to have it in the open so we can correct it. 

The Chairman. Yes. But that is what I have reference 

to. 
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Mr. Oltmans. Yes, sir. 

The, Chairman. Earlier I posed certain questions to you 
with reference to your conversation with Mr. Tanenbaum last 
night. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

The Chairman. Regarding your appearance here today. 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes. 

The Chairman. And I have followed that up with several 
questions just now'with reference to your appearing on 
Panorama, and so forth. Since that has nothing really to do 
with the substance of your executive session testimony, you 
would have no objection to the public release of my questions 
and your answers on those things, would you? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, sir. In the case of you, no, Mr. 



19 
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The Chairman. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Oltmans. But could I.ask Mr. Tanenbaum, did I 
say that I would go-first to you? I most likely did. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. You did, sir, and you so stated in your 
testimony. . . 

Mr. Oltmans. Okay. I'just wanted to double check. I 
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Chairman*—Mr .- Chairman",' "I na 


e no€h£n^ further, 


will have a motion. 


■ Mr.- Preyer. I just have a couple of questions. I think 
this has been kicked around* 

Did I understand you to say that you were the author of 
several books on the Limits of Growth? 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes, that is my favorite , I feel much 
more interested in that than the Kennedy Assassination. 

Mr.. Preyer. That was my next question. 

Did I understand you to say that "NIT" published one 
of those, or are you saying— 
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Mr. Oltmans. Putnam & Sons. 

Mr.. Preyer. Pardon? 

Mr. Oltmans. Putnam and. Sons- in New York, that was 
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commercial^ sold book, translated Japanese and German and many 
other languages, Putnam and Sons was the connection of it. 

Mr. Preyer. What was the next you mentioned, MIT, was 

it based on the MIT study? 

». 

Mr. Oltmans. Yes', that, is exactly what I mentioned, it 
is based on the study but worked very closely with Foster, 
and Mr. Clifford Rhorae-.' 


Mr.. Preyer. Thank you. very much. 

Mr- Oltmans. Wrote a "foreword" for both, books. 


Mr- Preyer. 


From your testimony, I understand that 
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it was 


not simply a question of Mr. de Mohrenschildt and his wife— 

3 * 

Mr. Oltmans. Tlxploting. 

4 

Mr. Preyer. Looking after Mrs. Oswald. 

^ Mr. Oltmans. Yes. • 

^ Mr^Preyer. Did de Mohrenschildt and his wife— the 

^ impression I got from the Warren Commission and I would have 

to refresh my recollection on this, was that de Mohrenschildt 
9 

was not particularly friendly with Oswald, but with Oswald’s 

10 wife, and daughter, that they were sympathetic to them and 

11 because of the way Oswald treated them. I may have, them 
mixed up with Ruth Payne here now v 

13 Mr. Oltmans. That is true, sir, it is on the tapes 

14 that Mr. Taneribaum has that the Oswalds were visited by 

15 de Mohrenschildt and his wife and then Marina Oswald would sho 

IS on her arm that Oswald had put out cigarettes on her arm, 

17 because he didrt'lt want her to smoke and like all Russians, 

18 smoke too much, he wanted to teach her not to smoke. 

19 They sympathized very much with Marina in that respect 

20 and they took care of the baby, they took Marina in some- 

21 times away from Oswald and took care of the children and it is 

22 all in full on the tapes that I can make available to this 

23 Committee and they are the only tapes in the world that 

24 have the complete story in there and it is probably very valu- 

25 able now, sir, that does not take away at all the possibility 



■m-132 


ill 


Reference copy, JFK Collection! hsca (kw |- 

'^i^,%; : P S jKa’ld';*:and;^e^Mohrenschild(^^i'i^^^’i’^&loseltor4rthe side ?2 
—of—these“personar“relationships and sympathy— 

Mr.Preyer. So, even at the time when Oswald was liv¬ 
ing at the YMCA and Mrs. Oswald and the daughter were 
living with the de Mohrenschildts, de Mohrenschildt w^s still 


friendly to Oswald? 

Mr. Oltmans. I am sure he was. 

Mr. Preyer. On the question Mr. Dodd asked about the 
State of Mr. de Mohrenschildt*s mind at the time you were 
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withl.him in Amsterdam and Brussels, did you consider him 
at that time to be stable. 

Mr. Oltmans. No, sir, he was a nervous wreck. He 
was as Mr Dodd said, obviously to all people, even friends 
o.f mine who had-long observed this man, was under a 
terrific strain. He is not quite what we would call normal. 

Mr. Preyer. And apparently had some change in personalr 
ity as regarded the Kennedy family. 

Mr. Oltmans. I have never seen him before like that. 

Mr. Preyer. He turned completely off of them? 

Mr. Oltmans. I had never seen him before, that is 

true. 

Mr. Preyer. You believe that details of what he was - 
promising to tell you are in his manuscript? 

Mr. Oltmans. Most of them. He said to Dutch Tele¬ 
vision, he said to me, let’s stick to what he said to me,, that 
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he told me more than was in the book and that is what 
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Conference in The Netherlands that afternoon on the 4th of Mar 
that he was becoming very worried about the fact that I 
was getting so much out of him, and that he did not want 
that to happen, and that he wanted to stick to what was in 
the manuscript in his lawyer's office in Dallas. 

Mr. Preyer. Well, we appreciate, very much, Mr. Olts- 
man, your offering to make these documents available to 
us that you have in your possession and the tapes. 

I assume they are in Dutch. 

Mr. Oltmans. They are all in English, the entire- 
donversation is in English for nine hours, and I will relay 
your remark to The Netherlands Television director because 
I assume that this Director is someone you are grateful to, 
the Dutch Television and not to me, I am only the instrument 
that brings it to you. 

Mr. Preyer. Well, we appreciate very much your 
offer of the tapes and we will look forward to working 
through you on that. 

Mr. Oltmans. All it needs is a cable from Mr. Tanen-l 
baum as I have indicated and they will very quickly 
be sent to Washington. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you. 

Mrs. Burke. I just have one very fast question. 
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Mr. Oltmans. Yes, Mrs. Burke. 
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of time between the last visit of Mr^. de Mohrenschildt and 
Oswald before the assassination. Did you ever discuss 
this with him? 

Mr. Oltmans. Oh, yes. 

Mra. Burke. And how long did he say it was? 

Mr. Oltmans. That is the excuse or rather that 
is the explanation, I should not infer. That is the 
explanastion that de Mohrenschildt and his wife were,at the 
time of the assassination, in Haiti. 

Mrs. Burke. How long now? 

Mr. Oltmans. I do not recall. It is maybe three 
to five months. If I go by heart, it would be 

- ^ iSj'. . 

between three or five months, but nobody can prove whether Mohren 
schildt shipped back to Dallas or not, that is very difficult 
officially. 

Mrs. Burke. Later at any time did he make that known 
to you, of have any communications with you? 

Mr. Oltmans. No, only after the 23rd of February that 
became entirely different story especially when I asked,, . 
you were you one week before the assassination in 
Ruby’s night club. I suppose so. Now that was one 
week he supposedly was in Haiti. This needed Mr. Tanenbaum 
to put the person, put the man on the stand and I think 
-he knew that if he was going to -be questioned by professional 
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I think he was shocked. He saw it, he was saying to the 
Dutch publisher "Oltmans is getting too much out of me, I am 
going to shoot him, I don’t want to say as much as I am 

. i 

to him.” 

So I can imagine how heewould have felt in some 
of your hands, some of you people's hands appearing here. 

He would have had to take the 5th Amendment, or I 
do not know what. 

Mrs. Burke. I just want one final thing. 

At the time he traveled, you assume traveled 
under an American passport. 

Mr. Oltmans. And his full name. 

■ Mrs. Burke. And his full name. 

Mr. Oltmans. He signed everywhere his full name, 

Mrs. Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. Thank you. 

The Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I have one additional 
question. Mr. Oltmans, the photograph which has now 
been identified and marked as Committee Exhibit No. 1, 
which you have given to us, where did you obtain that 
photograph from? 

Mr. Oltmans. I cannot tell you, sir. I would have 
first to consult NOS Television. That would be —that is 
the only question I cannot answer is on the photograph. 
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The Chairman... I see. 
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Mr. Oltmans. I could probably make one call to The 
Netherlands and then tell you. 

The Chairman. I see. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Oltmans. I made, a promise and I don’t want to 
break it. 

The Chairman. Would you mind checking with your people 
and finding out whether or not it is permissible to give 
Mr. Tanenbaum that information? 

Mr. Oltmans. Sure, this afternoon, thanks to having 
been here three times, I feel, very comfortable and I will do 
that immediatelyi I will make the' call and I will relate 
to Mr. Tanenbaum at his pleasure. 

The Chairman. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you very much, Mr. Oltmans. We wil 
excuse you at this time. 

We have one brief matter of businessttottakeuup'.arid 
I think you are being waited on outside. 

Mr. Oltmans. I will be very careful now. 

Mr. Preyer. And we do appreciate your cooperation 
with the Committee and we will remain in touch with you. 

Mr. Oltmans. I will make myself avalable to Mr. Tanen¬ 
baum so he knows where I am to get in touch with me and 
if you want Mr. Eaklaar to testify, that could easily be 

arranged. 
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Preyer. Well, ,we_jwd^^Lbe.-talking-with-^you about 
being able to have access to some of the material you have 



told us. 

. Hr. Oltmans. I am sorry that I felt I could only give 

you definite information that I am certain about. 

MrT Preyer. Thank you. 

Mr. Oltmans. And I have-no more that I can give 
you today. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Oltmans. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Thank 
you very much. 

(The Witness Oltmans was- excused.) 

The Chairman. Mr. Chairman, personally, I ask that 
the record reflect both the time that we started this 
morning and the fact that it is now approximately five 
minutes past 1 p.m. and that the Committee has been receiving 
testimony from this witness all of this time. 

3econdly, I would move at this time that all of the 

cfuestioris, that" X"have 'posed - to~the’witness with reference 
to his appearances on various television programs today, 
and all of the witness' answers relative tohis appearances 
be extracted from the Executive Session of today, and 
made available for public release immediately.' 

Mrs. Burke. Would the gentleman yieldi 


The Chairman. Yes. 
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2 — Mr’s. Burke. Within that was there also the name Parker? 

3 The Chairman. No, I dom\t have in mind making this 

4 m °tion, any reference to any substantive questions I might 

5 have posed realtive to the questions and answers he gave 

. there. I Ijave in mind— 

6 

Mrs. Burke. Just the questions? 

7 • 

The Chairman. Just the questions relative to Mr. 

8 

Tanenbaum, his conversation with Mr. Tanenbaum and his reason 
9 

for requesting an Executive Session in light of the fact he 

10 

had been on public TV this morning and then the,question.;of 

11 

Panorama and so forth this afternoon. I do so for the reason 
12 . 

that I wasaadvised by Mr. Anderson, a member of this Committee, 
,13 

that he had seen another member of Congress to day who 
14 

was quite enraged over the fact that this witness had 

• 15 \ 

appeared on Television this morning, giving testimony on this 

16 

matter and was now being called as a witness by this Committee. 

17 

I think it ought to be available to members of 

18 

Congress, and the public, that No. 1, he had assured us he woulc 

19 

not make any public appearance before testifying before this 

20 

Committee and secondly, that it was his request, not ours, 

21 

to go into Executive Session. 

22 

Mr. Dodd. Would the gentleman yield? 

23 

The Chairman. Certainly. 

24 

Mr. Dodd. I just want to make sure in my own mind, is 
lall we are going to release from this testimony today, 
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merely your questions.with re gard~tothe^Ex e'c utive^Session, 


his arrangements with the Panorama and ABC, the~"Today 
Show" or whatever that is, "Good Horning America" and that’s 
it. There will be no responses to any questions you or I 
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10 

11 

12 

13 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 


.■21 


22 

23 

24 

25 


may have raised with regard to his questions this morning. 

The Chairman. Yes, absolutely none, even as to mine. 
No substantive testimony. 

Hr. Dodd. All right. 

The Chairman. Everything else remains in Executive 
Session. 

Mr. Dodd. In discussion on that, I would ask that the 
Staff be extremely meticulous. 

The Chairman. Yes. 

You are absolutely right and I think what we should 
have you do is have the Court Reporter present that directly 
to me for my review and edit before it is. released by the 
Committee. 

Mr. Dodd. I would second the motion, Mr. Chairman, 
and move the order. 

Mr. Preyer. All right,, all those in favor of the 
motion, say "aye." (A chorus of "ayes." ) 

Mr. Preyer. All opposed. 

The Chairman. Then I guess we ought to have a roll 

call. 

Mr. Preyer. Madam Clerk, will you call the roll. 
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Ms... Martin, .Mr.-Preyer. 
Mr, Preyer. Aye. 


Ms. Martin. Mr. Anderson. 


(No response.) 

. Ms. Martin. Mrs. Burke. 
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Mrs. Burke. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr Thone. 

(No response.) 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. .Stokes. 

The Chairman. Aye. 

Mr, Prefer. The motion is carried. 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I don-:‘t want to belabor this, 
we have been here a long time, but just a couple of things 
I would like to bring up. One is in the future if we 
could work it out, I would like to be able to have, where 
possible, the Staff question prospective witnesses before 
they come before us in this kind of a setting, wherein 
we might have availagle to us a transcript, of their ques¬ 
tion s of prospective witnesses. I find that that is 
maybe a better way of getting at some of the real questions 
we may have. I realize there are going to be logistical 
problems in doing that in every instance but wherever 
possible, I think one might expedite the process as far as 
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_am. concerned, ..to improve the'-Quality “or"my"*questions to 
those witnesses. 

Mrs. Burke. May I add one other thing to that. I 
think it would also be easier if there were background 

» 

material provided. Because some, of us are having to use 
press: material as our background material on witnesses. For 
instance, in this.case, it would be very helpful if we had the 
background of de Mohrenschildt *andv-6'f Oltmans, and a 
biography and a background of them and some of the names of 
people that do come forward. Because, untillI got all 
of the—except for these press releases, I think that— 

Mr. Preyer. I think that will be very helpful. This, 
of course, was done in a great hurry. 

Mrs. Burke. I realize that, Mr. Chairman.' 

Mr. Preyer. And it would have been very difficult 
to do so her^. 
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Mrs. Burke. Yes, I understand. 

Mr. Preyer. On something so complex as this. 

Mr. Dodd. That is not a motion, it is merely, I would 
ask that counsel be directed to merely come forth with 
some sort of proposal on how best to do this and we could 

discuss it at that point. 

Mr. Chairman, I have two other quick things. One 
is in light of some of the problems we had yesterday, and 
the day before with inadvertent release of some of the 
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2 

develop a good press policy with regard to who makes state*-" 

3 " ‘ ‘ 

ments on things that happen, and I am not going to suggest 

4 

gag rules because we discussed that before but I would 
^ really like to have some good direction on how we are 
^ going to*""'approach these things after the conclusion of a 
^ meeting such as this; as far as I am concerned, I do not 

8 say anything we are in Executive Session, but I think it 

^ might be helpful if we have some directions from the Chair 

10 as to what a policy will be after a meeting such as this. 

11 Hr. Preyer. That is something I want to discuss with 

12 you, how we should handle this right now and I think there 

13 is so much,since that, "the inadvertent release of that 

14 other thing, that document, has raised some questions, and I 

15 fall on that, myself, that I wish I had not said anything 

16 but I had a call at 5 o'clock this morning from the New York 

17 Post and he had outlined that he had seen that document, 

18 I didnot know he had seen the document. He asked me, well, 

19 is this witness--would such a witness be important. He 

20 identified the witness more thoroughly and said Oltmans— 

-21 what he knew, and I said I thought he would", be'.ian' impot-tant 


witness. 


That's the kind of question for me to know how we 
should deal with, where we know nothing and then they call 
you and say, isn't that true? 


il 



that. But this immediate point right now, mayve we ought to 
adjourn. 

.Mrs. Burke. Yes, I move we adjourn, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Dodd. Are we going to recess or adjourn? ; 

Mr. Pr-eyer. ‘ Jiell* why don’t we recess until 
'further“notice of the Chairman, so we will excuse 
every one. The meeting is now recessed until further 
notice. 


(At 1:15 p.m. the Subcommittee recessed until 
further notice of the Chairman.) 





